
IX. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 9. (Berg) 

Almost all of the entries in this volume are related to three articles published by Woolf, first in 

the Nation & Athenaeum and then in the New York Herald Tribune, during September and 

October 1929: “Cowper and Lady Austen,” Nation & Athenaeum, September 21, 1929 (Kp. 

C314); “Beau Brummell,” Nation & Athenaeum, September 28, 1929 (Kp. C315); and “Mary 

Wollstonecraft,” Nation & Athenaeum, October 5, 1929 (Kp. C316). Woolf had “just agreed to 

do another 4 articles for Mrs Van Doren” of the Herald Tribune on April 13, 1929; the first entry 

in the notebook, her notes on Cowper’s Correspondence, is headed at the top of the page, 

“Possible article for Herald.” She “wrote a little article on Cowper” in the heat of Cassis during 

June 1929 (D, III, June 15); was “tackling Mary Wollstonecraft” while “in the thick of [her] four 

Herald articles” on August 5 (D, III); and had more or less finished the four articles by August 

19 (D, III; L, IV, 2056, 2057). More notes on Brummell, as well as notes on Dorothy 

Wordsworth, the fourth “figure” who featured in this particular series of articles, are found in 

Volume XX. 

There is, however, some question about the date of the actual entries on Cowper. Woolf had 

begun reading Cowper in 1927: on February 21, 1927, she was reading and recommending The 

Task (L, III, 1718); on February 28, she wrote, “Cowper is a good poet. I’d like to write about 

him” (D, III); on March 24, she was “finding great consolation for innumerable typhoid germs in 

the poetry of Cowper” (L, III, 1736); and on February 21, 1928, she wrote to Vanessa Bell, “The 

Singer [their automobile] I know for a fact to be hermaphrodite like the poet Cowper” (L, III, 

1864). This last is probably a reference to a passage in Wright’s Life of Cowper which explains 

that Cowper was persecuted in school because of his defect—hermaphroditism. Woolf notes this 

passage in her entry on Wright’s book, B.4, below. Nevertheless, on December 29, 1928, Woolf 

is again talking of her desire to read Cowper (L, III, 1796), and there are indications that the 

notes were made in conjunction with the preparation of her article in 1929. One such indication 

is the list of her earnings for articles published between March and July 1929 that appears among 

her notes on Wright’s Life of Cowper (B.4–5). 

The cancelled notes on women’s lack of privacy (B.8) are connected to the writing of A Room 

of One’s Own, which was completed in August 1929 (D, III, March 28, May 12, August 19, 

1929); they reappear, including the references to Miss Davies’ tale and Florence Nightingale’s 

complaint, in Chapter 4 of the book. Woolf’s sources for this passage were probably Barbara 

Stephen’s Life of Miss Emily Davies and Florence Nightingale’s Cassandra, reprinted in Ray 

Strachey’s The Cause; both of these works are cited in A Room of One’s Own. 

The majority of the notes, including the table of contents, are in purple ink. The others, part of 

B.1, are in gray-black ink. 
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1 p., numbered 1 by NYPL. 



B. ENTRIES 

1. “Possible article for Herald./Cowper.”: 17 pp., numbered 2–11, 13–19 by NYPL. The entry 

is also headed “Cowper’s Letters.” 

Cowper, William. Correspondence. Ed. Thomas Wright. Vols. I–II [of IV]. Hodder & Stoughton, 1904. 

2. “Charlotte/Brontës Life:/Edited by/Clement/Shorter.”: 1 p., numbered 12 by NYPL. 

(Heading only.) This may be a reference to the seven-volume Haworth Edition of The Life 

and Works of Charlotte Brontë and her Sisters (1899, 1900), with an introduction and notes 

by Clement K. Shorter. Volume 7 of this edition is Mrs. Gaskell’s Life of Charlotte Brontë. 

3. “The Task.”: 3 pp., numbered 20–22 by NYPL. The notes are on Books 3–6 of the poem. 

Cowper, William. The Task. [1785]. 

4. “Life of Cowper. Wright. .”: 6 pp., numbered 23–26, 28–29 by NYPL. 

Wright, Thomas. The Life of William Cowper. 2nd ed. Farncombe, 1921. 

5. “W & F. 100/Books 230”: 1 p., numbered 27 by NYPL. The entry consists of a list of 

Woolf’s earnings from the first part of 1929. The list in full reads: “W & F 100/Books 

230/reprint 50/Burney 50/430/P of Fiction 72/502.” Three of the entries correspond to 

articles published between March and July 1929: “Women and Fiction” (Kp. C310), “Dr. 

Burney’s Evening Party” (Kp. C313), and “Phases of Fiction” (Kp. C312). 

6. “That great figures have a ghostlike quality”: 1 p., numbered 30 by NYPL. The entry 

consists of notes for Woolf’s essay, “Beau Brummell.” The notes begin with a reference to 

“The Dss of D” [Duchess of Devonshire], who “appeared” to both Cowper and Brummell 

and reappears in the opening of the essay. 

7. “Godwin. Kegan Paul.”: 6 pp., numbered 31–33, 35–37 by NYPL. 

Paul, C. Kegan. William Godwin: His Friends, and Contemporaries. Vol. I [of II]. King, 1876. 

8. “The house contained but one sitting/room as Miss Davies tale was/to demonstrate; . . .”: 1 

p., numbered 34 by NYPL. The entry consists of cancelled notes on women’s lack of 

privacy that continue, “& the woman there was seldom uninterrupted as Florence 

Nightingale was to complain.” This passage appears in a more extended form in Chapter 4 

of A Room of One’s Own. 

9. “France standing on the top of golden hours,/And human nature seeming born 

again./Prelude. Book 6. p. 149”: 1 p., numbered 38 by NYPL. (Heading only.) This 

quotation appears in Woolf’s essay, “Mary Wollstonecraft.” 

Wordsworth, William. The Prelude, or, Growth of a Poet’s Mind. An Autobiographical Poem. Moxon, 

1850. 

10. “Memoirs of M. Wollstonecraft”: 8 pp., numbered 39–46 by NYPL. 

Godwin, William. Memoirs of Mary Wollstonecraft. Ed. W. Clark Durant. Constable, 1927. 

11. “Supt to M Wollt”: 4 pp., numbered 47–50 by NYPL; the heading appears on p. 48. P. 47 

consists of two titles, both of which appear in the Supplement: “Post. Works. Vol. 4” [The 

Posthumous Works of Mary Wollstonecraft, Vol. IV, 1798], and “Fuseli, Life of by 

Knowles. 1831” [The Life and Writings of Henry Fuseli, ed. J. Knowles, 1831]. P. 49 also 

consists of titles of works found in the Supplement: “Autobiog. of A.H. Rowan. 1840” 

[Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Autobiography, 1840], and “Letters From Norway Denmark 

& Sweden” by Wollstonecraft. For notes on the last work, see below, B.15. 



Durant, W. Clark. A Supplement. . . Containing hitherto Unpublished or Uncollected Material. In William 

Godwin. Memoirs of Mary Wollstonecraft. Constable, 1927. 

12. “Letters to Imlay”: 5 pp., numbered 51–55 by NYPL; the heading appears on p. 52. 

Wollstonecraft, Mary. Letters to Imlay. Ed. C. Kegan Paul. Kegan Paul, 1879. 

13. “She was really in favour.”: 1 p., numbered 56 by NYPL. The entry consists of notes for 

the conclusion of Woolf’s essay, “Mary Wollstonecraft,” continuing, “One remembers her 

passionate cry, surely ‘I cannot die’ & it’s true. Dead though she has been, more than most 

people she still walks.” 

14. “Rights of Women./45 She attacks the sacred majesty of Kings.”: 1 p., numbered 57 by 

NYPL. (Heading only.) 

Wollstonecraft, Mary. A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with Strictures on Political and Moral 

Subjects. New ed., with introduction by Mrs. Henry Fawcett. Unwin, 1891. 

15. “Letters from Norway 1796”: 1 p., numbered 57 by NYPL. 

Wollstonecraft, Mary. Letters Written during a Short Residence in Sweden, Norway, and Denmark. 

Johnson, 1796. 

16. “Percy & Lily Bartholomew./Percy & Lily Batholomew.”: 1 p., numbered 57 by NYPL. 

(Heading only.) Percy Bartholomew was the Woolfs’ gardener at Rodmell. 

 


