
VIII. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 8. (Berg) 

On November 16, 1931, Woolf was “working very hard—in my way, to furbish up two long 

Elizabethan articles to front a new Common Reader” (AWD); two of the three entries in this 

volume are part of that effort. The notes on Sidney’s Arcadia (B.2) belong to her reading for 

“‘The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia’” and should be used in conjunction with the more 

complete set of notes on this work in XLVIII, B.3. The notes on Donne’s poems, the major entry 

in this notebook (B.3), are the basis of her essay, “Donne After Three Centuries.” Both entries 

were made after her comment on August 10, 1931, that she should be reading all of Donne and 

Sidney (L, IV, 2419). Other notes on Donne’s poems and notes on Edmund Gosse’s biography of 

Donne made at this time appear in Volumes XI and XX. 

“‘The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia’” appears to have been written after December 29, 

1931 (L, IV, 2497); “Donne After Three Centuries” was written in the first part of February 

1932. “Ive been toiling over Donnes poetry all the morning,” she commented on February 5, 

1932 (L, V, 2522), a task she finished on February 16: “And I have just ‘finished’—I use 

inverted commas ironically—my Donne, a great but I think well intentioned grind” (AWD; see 

also, February 8, 1932; L, V, 2523). The idea of writing on Donne had in fact been in Woolf’s 

mind since the preparation of her first critical book; her original notes on the poems, made 

around 1923, appear in Volume XIX. 

The notes on William Cole (B.1) were made in preparation for her review of The Blecheley 

Diary of the Rev. William Cole, “The Rev. William Cole: A Letter,” published in the New 

Statesman & Nation, February 6, 1932 (Kp. C333). 

“Donne’s Poetry” appears on the cover of the notebook in black ink. The entries are in purple 

ink (B.1) and black and purple ink (B.2–3), with some pencilled notes on Donne. 
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