
VII. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 7. (Berg) 

On October 12, 1937, Woolf wrote in her diary, “This is the first morning I write, because at 12, 

ten minutes ago, I wrote what I think is the last page of Three Guineas. . . . I must now add the 

bibliography and notes” (AWD). In the rest of this diary entry she looks back on how long the 

book had been “sizzling” in her and at how she had forced herself to put it aside, “save for some 

frantic notes,” until she had finished The Years: “So I have deserved this gallop. And taken time 

and thought too.” This “time and thought” is reflected in the eleven sets of reading notes for 

Three Guineas (Volumes VII, X, XXVI, XXXIII, XXXIX, and LV–LX), as well as in the 

difficulty of pinpointing the chronology of the notebooks and the entries. For more information 

about the chronology, see the introduction to Volume LVIII. 

This volume—a collection of loose pages, some lined, some not, some typed, some 

handwritten—includes notes that were probably made at different times during Woolf’s seven-

year preparation of Three Guineas and then brought together when she began to compile the 

bibliography and notes. This supposition is suggested by the fact that all of the entries appear in 

some form in Three Guineas, most of them as footnotes; moreover, it is supported by what may 

be the most interesting entry in the volume—B.12—a list of authors, titles, and subjects that all, 

with one exception, appear in the completed book, as well as in one or more of the reading 

notebooks. (The exception is “Cahteaubraind [Chateaubriand] on Fame”: Woolf was reading 

Chateaubriand’s Memoirs during January and February 1938 [L, VI, 3348, 3368].) Woolf seems 

to have culled her notebooks to compile this list, gathering the references she had used or would 

use. The last items on the list, starting with “St. Paul” and concluding with “Gisborne,” refer to 

entries in this notebook; the others correspond to entries in Volumes XXVI, XXXIII, LIX, and 

LX. Finally, the notes on the Duke of Portland’s autobiography (B.8) could not have been made 

until January or February 1938, when Woolf was completing her notes (L, VI, 3349, 3368). 

Despite the difficulty of dating the actual entries, there is some information to suggest when 

Woolf may originally have read the works noted in this volume. We know, for example, that she 

read Macaulay (B.2) during June and July 1936 (L, VI, 3141, 3155) and that she was discussing 

Mary Butt’s autobiography, The Crystal Cabinet (B.6), in September 1937 (L, VI, 3311). In the 

beginning of January 1935, Woolf had bought and was reading Renan—perhaps the biography of 

St. Paul noted in B.1 (L, V, 2973; AWD, January 1, 19, 1935). On February 11, 1932, Woolf 

noted that she was reading “Wells on Woman—how she must be ancillary and decorative in the 

world of the future, because she has been tried, in 10 years, and has not proved anything” 

(AWD). Wells’s comments in 1932, which may have been an early version of those that Woolf 

has copied from his Experiment in Autobiography (B.3, 11), set her mind “running upon A Knock 

on the Door,” an early name for the new book on women that became first The Pargiters, then 

The Years, and, finally, Three Guineas. Wells’s book, published in 1934, is possibly the “Wells” 

that Woolf had out from the library on October 2, 1934 (AWD). Even earlier, on January 26, 

1930, a year before she began to think of her new book on women, she was reading “Lord 

Chaplin’s life” (D, III)—Lady Londonderry’s Henry Chaplin: A Memoir (1926), noted in B.7. 

These notes, however, could have been made up to seven years later. 

The variety of paper in this volume and the mixture of typed and handwritten entries 

emphasize the diversity of the notes collected here. B.4, 5, and 6, for example, are each typed on 

separate pieces of paper and pasted onto the page that is now numbered 4. B.4 and 5 are typed on 

white paper, B.6 on blue. When the notes are handwritten, the ink is black. References to Three 

Guineas in the following entries are to footnotes and indicate the chapter and note: 3G, I, n.15. 



B. ENTRIES 

1. “St Paul. Renan.”: 1 p., numbered 1 by NYPL. 

Renan, Ernest. Saint Paul. Paris: Calmann-Levy, 1905. 

2. “Macaulay, describing the country gentleman of the/17th Century says:”: 1 p., numbered 2 

by NYPL. Quotation, annotated “Chap. 3 336” and “Hist of Eng.” This quotation appears in 

3G, I, n.15. Another quotation from Macaulay’s History appears as LV, B.6, and LIX, B.88. 

Macaulay, Thomas Babington. History of England. Vol. I. Longmans, Green, 1898. Vol. I of The Works of 

Lord Macaulay. Albany Edition. 

3. “Clever ladies in Time & Tide remain to remind us of it.”: 1 p., numbered 3 by NYPL. 

Quotation, annotated “Experiment in Autobiography by HG Wells. 1934” and “p. 486.” The 

“it” in the heading is the woman’s movement. The rest of the entry reads, “Over most of the 

world it has died down altogether.” Another quotation from this work appears below, B.11. 

Wells, H. G. Experiment in Autobiography. Vol. II [of II]. Gollancz, 1934. 

4. “As for the word ‘Mrs’ we need not soonsider it, since it/does not occur in the Civil Service 

lists.”: 1 p., numbered 4 by NYPL. Typed passage, annotated in black ink, “(87).” Source 

unidentified. It is possible that the passage is Woolf’s, a rejected footnote about women in 

the Civil Service, which would belong to the beginning of Chapter II of Three Guineas. The 

marriage bar in the Civil Service is discussed in Ray Strachey’s Careers and Openings for 

Women and in The British Civil Service, ed. William A. Robson, both of which are cited by 

Woolf in the footnotes. The rest of the passage reads, “What effect this rule has upon the 

morality of the Service, whether it does not set a premium upon immorality, we need not 

enquire, for the atmosphere of Whitehall is no doubt proof against the evasions which might 

occur elsewhere. If a writer, for instance, had to give up writing on marriage, can we feel 

sure that she would not sometimes conceal the fact of marriage?” 

5. “I have also a feeling that girls schools . . .”: 1 p., numbered 4 by NYPL. Typed quotation 

followed by Woolf’s comments—the basis of footnote 29, Chapter I, Three Guineas. Other 

notes on this work appear in XXXIII, B.6, and LIX, B.68. 

Alington, C. A. Things Ancient and Modern. Longmans, Green, 1936. 

6. “See ‘The Crystal Cabinet’ by Mary Butts (1893–1937/p. 138. The quotation is so 

interesting that it deserv/to be quoted in full.”: 1 p., numbered 4 by NYPL. The entry 

continues with the quotation by Butts—“‘For just as I was told that desire for learning in 

women was against the will of God, so were many innocent freedoms, innocent delights, 

denied in the same Name’”—and Woolf’s comments—“a remark which makes it more than 

ever desirable that we should have a full biography preferably from the pen of an educated 

mans daughter of the Gentleman in whose Name such atrocities have been committed.” 

This passage, slightly altered, appears in Three Guineas, I, n.20, along with a quotation 

from Gisborne that is part of B.14 below. 

Butts, Mary. The Crystal Cabinet. My Childhood at Salterns. Methuen, 1937. 

7. “Here are two examples at on;”: 1 p., numbered 5 by NYPL. The remainder of the entry 

consists of two typed quotations about women’s influence, annotated “86,” “57,” and 

“Henry Chalin. a memoir Lady L ndonedeerr 1926.” The first quotation reads, “‘had his 

wife lived it is probable that her influence would have prevailed to save at least some 

portion of his inheritance.’” The second quotation appears in 3G, I, n.3. 



Londonderry, Marchioness of [Edith H.V.T. Stewart]. Henry Chaplin: A Memoir. Macmillan, 1926. 

8. “Average days sport at Chatsworth in 1909/1,212 head/men Women and Things by the D. 

of Portland, page 251”: 1 p., numbered 6 by NYPL. (Heading only.) This information 

appears in 3G, I, n.3. 

Portland, Duke of [William J.A.C.J.C. Bentinck]. Men, Women, and Things: Memories. Faber and Faber, 

1937. 

9. “That this letter is an ed m’s d!”: 1 p., numbered 7 by NYPL. The entry appears on the 

reverse of B.8. The reference in the heading is to “an educated man’s daughter,” the persona 

Woolf adopts in Three Guineas. The rest of the notes read, “because there is nothing to give 

working mens d’s. no colleges, playing fields: cannot share their experiences. This letter 

obviously written by someone who can refer to books, whose dinner is cooked.” 

10. “I have been Young/HM Swanwick./1935”: 1 p., numbered 8 by NYPL. Quotation, 

annotated “189,” beginning, “But I wd. claim for Mrs Fawcetts great Union . . .” 

Swanwick, H. M. I Have Been Young. Gollancz, 1935. 

11. “Wells/485”: 1 p., numbered 8 by NYPL. Quotation beginning, “There has been no 

perceptible woman’s movement. . . .” This quotation appears in 3G, II, n.3. Another 

quotation from this work appears above, B.3. 

Wells, H. G. Experiment in Autobiography. Vol. II [of II]. Gollancz, 1934. 

12. “Jex Blake/Newitt, W. Must Choose, Hitler quote”: 1 p., numbered 9 by NYPL. Typed and 

handwritten. The entry consists of a list of authors, titles, and subjects that, with the 

exception of “Cahteaubraind [Chateaubriand] on Fame,” reappear in Three Guineas. All of 

these—except for “Leaves of Grass” and “The Bazaar Pippa”—are drawn from entries in 

other notebooks: “Jex Blake” to “Butler, Josephine” are in Volume XXVI; “Anthony Hope. 

Gino Watkins.” to “Alington girls schools Lord R” are in Volumes XXXIII and LIX; “Sir 

W. Broadbent” to “Antony” are in Volumes XXXIII and LX; and “St. Paul. Renan” to 

“Gisborne” are in this volume. The list reads: 

Jex Blake 

Newitt, W. Must Choose, Hitler quote 

Ministry of Women 

Leaves of Grass 

Astell 

Ray 70, quote on earnings (74 cannot afford to eat) 

Miss Haldane 

Cahteaubraind on Fame 

Nichols. BM. reading room 

Earhart Last flight 

Conquest of past. Loewenstein 

Geore Sand 

Spectator on child birth 

Butler, Josephine 

Antony Hope. Gino Watkins. 

Monica Salmon. 20 

Gore 

Squire 



Life of artist Collyer 

Lord F. Hamilton 

Antony 

Wild as barrister 

Laura Knight 

Alington 

Yeats 

Paxton. Bertie on cruelty. 

Miss Weeton 

Lord Desart. Lady M’s allowance 

Pendennis 

Joad dining a one 

Alington girls schools Lord R. 

Sir W. Broadbent. 

Wright. 

Antony 

St Paul Renan 

Macaulay 

Swanwick 

Wells 

Mary Butts. 

Chaplin 1xxx Londonderry 

The Bazaar. Pippa. 

Duke of Portland. 

Gisborne. 

13. “Jex Blake”: 3 pp., numbered 10–12 by NYPL; numbered 5–7 by VW. Another entry on 

this work, numbered 8 by VW, appears as XXVI, B.4, and is most likely part of what was a 

single set of notes. Another set of notes appears in LX, B.57. 

Todd, Margaret. The Life of Sophia Jex-Blake. Macmillan, 1918. 

14. “Gisborne”: 2 pp., numbered 13–14 by NYPL. Three quotations, two of them annotated 

“63” and “336.” The quotation on p. 14, which begins “If the uses of music are explained,” 

appears in 3G, I, n.20. 

Gisborne, Thomas. An Enquiry into the Duties of the Female Sex. 3rd ed. Cadell & Davies, 1798. 

 

 


