
LXIV. Monk’s House Papers/B.17d. (Sussex) 
On November 21, 1934, it was decided that Margery Fry would “write to the N.S. [New 
Statesman] asking for letters,” presumably by and about Roger Fry, her brother, and that Woolf 
would then go through them for her biography of Fry (AWD). These letters were among the 
papers Margery Fry brought to Woolf in August 1935. By October 14, Woolf had begun to read 
Fry’s letters to his family—“very stiff”—and to Basil Williams—“some . . . extremely amusing” 
(L, V, 3069). On October 22, she was “plodding through the [Robert] Bridges letters” (AWD); 
and on December 1, she was “now reading the letters to Helen [Anrep]” (L, V, 3085). By 
January 30, 1936, she had “made notes and extracts” of all the letters to Helen Anrep, Vanessa 
Bell, and G. L. Dickinson (L, VI, 3101), and on May 2, 1936, she reports having “read and 
extracted the whole lot” (L, VI, 3126). Woolf continued to read and extract Fry’s letters as she 
planned and wrote Roger Fry: A Biography; she did not receive the letters to William 
Rothenstein (B.18), for example, until July 1938 (L, VI, 3418), and on January 9, 1939, she was 
reading “the packets of old letters that still remain!” (L, VI, 3476). Taken together, these letters 
were Woolf’s major source. 

All of the entries in this notebook are notes made on or extracts from Roger Fry’s letters to 
various correspondents. (Other notes on Fry’s letters, etc., are found in Volumes XXVI, XXXIX, 
LXI–LXIII, and LXV–LXVI.) The only exception is the letter written by Julian Bell to Woolf 
about Fry, a large portion of which appears in the biography (see L, V, 3085, and L, VI, 3126 
[May 2, 1936], in which she notes that this letter was being typed). Several of the entries, B.2–3 
and B.5, are extracts from letters to Helen Anrep that Woolf has noted more fully elsewhere. In 
two of these entries, B.3 and B.5, she has provided a page number to indicate from where the 
extract was copied, and these numbers correspond to her page numbers for the letters to Anrep in 
XLVI, B.4. This suggests that she made at least some of the notes in this volume during the latter 
stages of the preparation of her book. Perhaps the major entry in this volume is the forty-six 
pages of notes and extracts from Fry’s letters to Vanessa Bell (B.17), Woolf’s sister, who 
introduced Fry to Woolf and who remained one of his closest friends until his death. Several 
more pages of notes on the letters to Vanessa, unidentified in the text, are found in “[Between the 
Acts] Holograph fragment, dated Sept. 16 [1938]” (Berg Collection). 

The different kinds of paper and the mixture of handwritten and typed entries indicate the 
diverse times that Woolf made these notes. The first five entries, B.1–5, are not attached to the 
two rings of the notebook. This would explain why the three indexes of the contents—the typed 
label pasted on the spine of the notebook (A.1); the index pasted on the front cover, typed with 
the exception of the last name, which is written in red ink (A.2); and the list of names and dates, 
again typed with the exception of the last name—do not include entries 1 to 5. The indexes are, 
however, an accurate guide to the contents of the rest of the notebook. The notes, when written, 
are in black ink; the numbers tend to be in the same ink or type as the entry, with the exception 
of B.17, where the numbers are in red pencil. 

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. A. MacColl 
B. Williams 
Bridges 
Pamela 



J’s lette 
V.B. 
Label, on spine of cover, top half missing. Typed. 

2. Extracts from letters to: 
Bob Trevelyan 
Powles 
Louis 
Bertie Russell 
MacColl 
Mrs MacColl 
Basil Williams 
Robert Bridges 
Pamela Fry 
Julains letter about Roger 
Vanessa Bell 
W. Rothenstein 
1 p., on cover. Typed and handwritten. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “to Sir Edward”: 6 pp., numbered 1, 3–7 by VW. Extracts from Roger Fry’s letters to his 
father, Sir Edward Fry, 1893–1912. More notes on these letters appear in LXV, B.4. 

2. “Quotations for Cezanne chapter”: 1 p., not numbered. Typed. Extracts from Roger Fry’s 
letters to Helen Anrep, all of which correspond to passages from these letters found in 
LXVI, B.4. 

3. “Quotations/Cassis & Le Mas”: 2 pp., not numbered. Notes on and extracts from Roger 
Fry’s letters to Helen Anrep. Each entry includes a page number that corresponds to 
Woolf’s notes on the letters to Anrep, LXVI, B.4. 

4. “Roger Fry.”: 4 pp., not numbered. The entry consists of passages, heavily corrected, about 
Fry’s love of reading and his reaction to World War I. 

5. “13. Ly Frys character—what a tragedy that makes of life”: 1 p., numbered 2 by VW. Notes 
on and extracts from Roger Fry’s letters to Helen Anrep. Each entry has a page notation that 
corresponds to Woolf’s original notes on the letters to Anrep, LXVI, B.4. 

6. “Letters to Bob Trevelyan/1895–1932”: 1 p., not numbered. Typed and handwritten. The 
entry is an index to the remaining entries in this notebook. It lists the recipients and dates of 
the letters from Fry noted below: 
Bob Trevelyan—1895–1932 
Powles—1924–31 
Louis—1932 
Bertie Russell—1930–33 
MacColl—1901xxxx–1922 



Mrs MacColl—1922–1918 
Basil Williams—1891–1933 
R. Bridges—1891–1926 
Pamela—1917–i933 
Julian’s letter about Roger 
Vanessa Bell 1916–1934 
Duncan Grant 1914 . . . 

7. “Bob. Trev. 1895”: 7 pp., not numbered. Typed and handwritten. Extracts from Roger Fry’s 
letters to Robert C. Trevelyan, 1895–1932. More notes on these letters appear as LXI, B.1. 

8. “Letters to Powles. 1924”: 2 pp., not numbered. Extracts from Roger Fry’s letters to L. C. 
Powles, and an extract, dated “Dec. 2. 31,” about Powles, which appears in Fry’s letter to 
Lewis Fry, December 2, 1931: Letters of Roger Fry, ed. Denys Sutton (Chatto & Windus, 
1972), II, 665. 

9. “1932/Letter to Louis”: 1 p., not numbered. Extract from a letter from Roger Fry, 
presumably to Lewis Fry. 

10. “1930–33/To Bertie Russell”: 1 p., not numbered. Extracts from Roger Fry’s letters to 
Bertrand Russell. 

11. “1901 1895/Letters to MacColl.”: 5 pp., not numbered. Extracts from Roger Fry’s letters 
to D. S. MacColl, 1901–1924. 

12. “To Mrs MacColl. 1924”: 3 pp., not numbered. Extracts from letters to Andrée Desirée 
MacColl, dated 1924 and 1918. 

13. “1891(?)/To Basil Worsfold Williams.”: 16 pp., not numbered. Extracts from Roger Fry’s 
letters to Basil Williams, 1891–1894. 

14. “To m Robert Bridges. 1929”: 3 pp., not numbered. Typed. Extracts from Roger Fry’s 
letters to Robert Bridges, 1891–1929. 

15. “1917–19/To Pamela.”: 4 pp., the 2nd to the 4th page numbered 2–4 by VW. Typed. 
Extracts from Roger Fry’s letters to his daughter, Pamela Fry Diamand, 1917–1933. 

16. “Julian letter on Roger”: 4 pp., the 2nd to the 4th pages numbered 2–4 by VW. Typed. 
Extracts from a letter written to Virginia Woolf by Julian Bell about Roger Fry. 

17. “Letters to V.B. 1916”: 46 pp., numbered 1–46 by VW. Typed and handwritten. Extracts 
from Roger Fry’s letters to Vanessa Bell, 1914–1933. P. 46 is headed, “Notes on the Roger. 
V.B. Letters.” Another entry on these letters appears as LXI, B.5, and an extract from a late 
letter as LXVI, B.2. 

18. “To W. Roth.”: 2 pp., the first page numbered 47, cancelled. Typed. Extracts from Roger 
Fry’s letters to William Rothenstein, 1899–1911. 

19. “To Duncan Grant.”: 1 p., not numbered. Typed. Extracts from Roger Fry’s letters to 
Duncan Grant, dated 1914 and “n.d.” 

 


