
LXI. Monk’s House Papers/B.17a. (Sussex) 
Roger Fry died on September 9, 1934. By November 21, Woolf had been asked to write his 
biography and had agreed to read his papers (AWD); nine months later, on August 21, 1935, she 
recorded, “Margery Fry comes on Friday with her hands full of papers, she says. Another book” 
(AWD). By September 18, she was “facing [her] 3 large boxes of Fry” (L, V, 3063); on October 
4, she had begun “to read a huge collection of Roger’s letters” (L, V, 3066); and on October 15, 
1935, she was reading “Roger between tea and dinner” (AWD). Woolf continued to read and 
extract Fry’s letters, books, and manuscripts from August 1935 until the time she finished Roger 
Fry: A Biography in March 1940. 

Although this long preparation complicates the dating of her notes on Fry, there are some 
guidelines. This notebook, for example, contains an outline for the biography (B.4), headed 
“Possible Scheme of RF” and dated “Oct 1935,” which begins, “1. Poppy/Memoir”; this entry 
corresponds to her comment on October 27, 1935, “Yesterday we walked across Ken Wood to 
Highgate and looked at the two little old Fry houses. That’s where Roger was born and saw the 
poppy. I think of beginning with that scene. Yes, that book shapes itself” (AWD). Another entry 
(B.6), also preliminary notes, is dated “Oct 1936.” The notes on the report of the Archbishop’s 
Commission on The Ministry of Women (B.8) belong to Woolf’s reading for Three Guineas 
(1938), as do the notes on The Antigone that are listed in one of the tables of contents but not 
included among the entries themselves. 

Woolf has three separate lists of the contents of this notebook, each one slightly different and 
each one containing material that does not in fact appear here, although it can be found 
elsewhere. Given the length of time that she worked on her biography, going back to her notes 
and adding more, this confusion is not surprising. As she herself noted on September 22, 1938, 
“my books are in a muddle. Yes, at this moment, there are packets of letters to V.B. 1910–
1916—packets of testimonials for the Oxford Slade—endless folders, each containing different 
letters, press cuttings and extracts from books” (AWD). The notes on Fry’s letters to Sir E. Fry 
(A.1) are in LXIV, B.1, and LXV, B.4; the actual notes on Rothenstein on Fry (A.3) are in LXII, 
B.3; and the notes on Fry’s early articles (A.3) are in LXII, B.1. Nine blank pages occur between 
B.1 and B.2, as if Woolf intended to continue extracting from Trevelyan’s letters here; instead, 
the other extracts are in LXIV, B.7. (For other entries on Fry, see Volumes XXVI, XXXIX, and 
LXII–LXVI.) Scattered notes on Fry, moreover, can also be found in manuscripts unrelated to 
the reading notes, particularly the early Between the Acts manuscripts in the Berg Collection. 
Fifteen pages for her biography, for example, including notes on Vision and Design, are mixed in 
with notes for Between the Acts dated “Aug. 23” [1939]. 

Two of the tables of contents are labels pasted on the cover of the notebook: A.1 on the spine 
and A.2 on the front. The lists are written in black ink, as are the entries. B.1 also includes pencil 
notes. 

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS 
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R’s Books 
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Label, on spine of cover. 
2. Roger 

The Antigone 
Rothenstein. 
1 p., on cover. 
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Sketch for life. 
Rothenstein on Roger. 
Early articles in Athenaeum & Pilot 
(1900— 
1 p., not numbered. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “To Bob.”: 5 pp., not numbered. The entry consists of extracts from Roger Fry’s letters to 
Robert C. Trevelyan, dated 1895? to 1899. More notes on these letters appear in LXIV, B.7. 

2. “Roger”: 2 pp., numbered 1–2 by VW. The entry consists of an outline of Roger Fry’s life. 

3. “Bellini”: 2 pp., not numbered. 
Fry, Roger E. Giovanni Bellini. At the Sign of the Unicorn, 1899. 

4. “Possible Scheme of RF.”: 5 pp., not numbered. The entry is annotated “Oct 1935,” and 
consists of a sketch or outline for her biography of Roger Fry. 

5. “Letters to V.B. 1924–5–6”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry consists of general notes on 
Roger Fry’s letters to Vanessa Bell. More notes on these letters appear in LXIV, B.17 and 
LXVI, B.2. 

6. “Oct 1936/The method should be to find out what his/qualities were . . .”: 1 p., not 
numbered. 4 lines only, continuing, “& proceed to illustrate them by events. to be very free 
with sequence of facts.” 

7. “Rothn. Vol 1/76, 176, 208, 273,/325 . .”: 1 p., not numbered. (Heading only.) The entry 
appears on the reverse of B.6 and consists of page numbers that correspond to references to 
Roger Fry in Sir William Rothenstein’s Men and Memories: Recollections, Vol. I: 1872–
1900 (1931). Woolf’s notes on this work appear in LXII, B.2 and B.5. 

8. “At present a married priest is able to/fulfill the requirements of the ordination/service . . .”: 
2 pp., not numbered. Quotations, annotated “111. Practical Considerations./The Ministry of 
Women./Report of the Archs Commn/1935/p.32,” and “vi.” The second quotation begins, 
“We are of the opinion that the Church needs to be more fully alive than at present to the 
value of the varied contribution wh. women have to offer.” More notes on this work appear 
as XXVI, B.3 and B.6. 

The Archbishop’s Commission. The Ministry of Women. The Church Assembly, 1935. 


