
VI. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 6. (Berg) 

On December 31, 1936, Woolf recorded in her diary that she had “plunged into Gibbon and read 

and read” (AWD). She had at that time just finished correcting the galleys for The Years, and was 

planning the work that would tide her over the novel’s publication. The diary entry ends, “And in 

proof of this [her resolve to ‘rush into unconsciousness and work’] will go in, get my Gibbon 

notes and begin a careful sketch of the article.” In fact, her “article” turned out to be two: “The 

Historian and ‘The Gibbon’,” published in the TLS, April 24, 1937 (Kp. C348), and “Reflections 

at Sheffield Place,” published in the New Statesman & Nation, June 19, 1937 (Kp. C350). Woolf 

worked on the first article for about five months. On November 29, 1936, she was “reading all 

Gibbon to see if I’ll do his centenary for the Times” (L, VI, 3194); on March 27, 1937, she was 

condensing the essay by a thousand words (AWD); and on April 7, she was still at work (L, VI, 

3232). It is possible that she divided the article in two when she condensed it in March. 

The reading notes in this volume contributed to both essays. Entries B.2–4 are passages for 

use in “The Historian and ‘The Gibbon’,” while the last four entries, B.16–19, are reading notes 

that pertain to Maria Josepha Holroyd and Hester Gibbon, both of whom figure prominently in 

“Reflections at Sheffield Place.” The note on The Amberley Papers (B.17) resulted from Woolf’s 

delighted reading of that “amazingly interesting memoir” in August/September 1936 (L, VI, 

3162, 3166). The list that appears as A.2 seems to be a list of references for her essay, rather than 

an index to the contents of the notebook; most of the items, however, are related to the notes that 

follow. 

The cover sheet for the notebook has “Gibbon” written on it in black ink. The ink throughout 

is black. 

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. Gibbon 

1 p., not numbered. 

2. The Gibbon. 

Girlhood of Maria Josepha Stanley 

Life of Hayley 

Historic Papers Studies Meredith Read. 

William Law. (for Aunt Hester) 

Mrs. Gibbon in Bath. 

Sheffield Park. 

Lord Sheffield. 

1 p., not numbered. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “Autoy (Bury)”: 2 pp., not numbered. More notes on this work appear below, B.3 and B.9. 

[Gibbon, Edward.] Autobiography of Edward Gibbon. As originally edited by Lord Sheffield. Ed. J. B. 

Bury. Oxford Univ. Press, 1907. 

2. “Suddenly turns his light on a particular fact, . . .”: 1 p., not numbered. General notes for 

Woolf’s essay, “The Historian and ‘The Gibbon’.” 



3. “bare footed fryars singing vespars . ./And ducke as low as any bare-foot/Fryar.”: 1 p., not 

numbered. (3 lines only.) The entry appears on the same page as B.2. The first line is a 

quotation from Gibbon’s description of “musing amidst the ruins of the capital” in his 

Autobiography, also recorded by Woolf in B.9. The second line, “And ducke as low as any 

bare-foot Fryar,” is annotated by Woolf, “Jew of Malta. 2nd act. 1. 786,” “262.” Both of 

these quotations appear in her essay, “The Historian and ‘The Gibbon’.” 

a) [Gibbon, Edward.] Autobiography of Edward Gibbon. As originally edited by Lord Sheffield. Ed. J. B. 

Bury. Oxford Univ. Press, 1907. 

b) Marlowe, Christopher. The Jew of Malta. In Works. Ed. C. F. Tucker Brooke. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 

1910. 

4. “Johnson certainly was vain of the society/of ladies . . .”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry 

appears on the same page as B.2 and B.3; it consists of a quotation, annotated “B. Life of J: 

iv. 73,” which includes a reference to Gibbon: “Mr. Gibbon, with his usual queer, 

controverted it.” 

Boswell, James. The Life of Samuel Johnson, L.L.D. Ed. George Birkbeck Hill. Vol. IV. Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1887. 

5. “Gibbon Letters”: 8 pp., not numbered. The entry includes the note, “327 ‘The Gib’ 

Sometimes The Gibbon. Mme du D. calls him Le Gibbon. This might be the turn of the 

article.” More notes on this work appear below, B.18. 

Gibbon, Edward. The Private Letters . . . 1753–1794. With an Introduction by the Earl of Sheffield. Ed. 

Rowland E. Prothero. 2 vols. Murray, 1896. 

6. “Autobiography”: 5 pp., not numbered, and 1 p., on the reverse of the second page. The 

entry is annotated, on the first page, “First Edition.” 

Gibbon, Edward. Memoirs of My Life and Writings. In The Miscellaneous Works of Edward Gibbon, Esq., 

. . . illustrated from his Letters, with occasional notes and narrative by John Lord Sheffield. Vol. I. 

Strahan, Cadell, & Davies, 1796. 

7. “Vindication”: 2 pp., not numbered. 

Gibbon, Edward. A Vindication of Some Passages in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chapters of the History of 

the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. In The Miscellaneous Works of Edward Gibbon, Esq., . . . 

illustrated from his Letters, with occasional notes and narrative by John Lord Sheffield. New ed. Vol. 

IV. Murray, 1814. 

8. “Gibbon.”: 16 pp., not numbered. More notes on this work appear below, B.12 and B.14. 

Gibbon, Edward. The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Vol. I–III [of XII]. Cadell & 

Davies, 1807. 

9. “G. Memoir (Bury”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry appears on the reverse of the second 

page of B.8. More notes on this work appear above, B.1 and B.3. 

[Gibbon, Edward.] Autobiography of Edward Gibbon. As originally edited by Lord Sheffield. Ed. J. B. 

Bury. Oxford Univ. Press, 1907. 

10. “Birkbeck Hill. Gibbon. Auy. Notes”: 2 pp., not numbered. The entry includes the note, 

“General Meredith Read. Historical Studies. 2. 479,” which is a reference to a footnote on p. 

265 of the Birkbeck Hill edition of the Memoirs. This footnote quotes a passage about the 

Madeira wine in Gibbon’s chateau at Lausanne, taken from John Meredith Read’s 

Historical Studies in Vaud, Berne, and Savoy (Chatto & Windus, 1897), II, 475. 

[Gibbon, Edward.] The Memoirs of the Life of Edward Gibbon. Ed. George Birkbeck Hill. Methuen, 1900. 



11. “Gibbon. Mowatt.”: 1 p., not numbered. (3 lines only.) The entry, which appears on the 

second page of B.10, reads, “87 G. . . . enshrined her picture (Mlle Chuschod) in his 

description of the 5th Century Empress Athenais Eudoria.” 

Mowatt, R. B. Gibbon. Arthur Barker, 1936. 

12. “Gibbon.”: 2 pp., not numbered. More notes on this work appear above, B.8, and below, 

B.14. 

Gibbon, Edward. The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Vol. IV [of XII]. Cadell & 

Davies, 1807. 

13. “Notes. B. Hill Gibbon:”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry consists of notes for “The 

Historian and ‘The Gibbon’,” including 1) a reference to a passage in Rowland E. 

Prothero’s “Preface” to The Private Letters of Edward Gibbon, p. xii (see B.5 above)—

“There was only one phrase so indecent in his letters that it had to be left out”; 2) a line 

reading, “The Walpole quotation coarse Letter VII. 505,” which is a reference to a quotation 

about Gibbon from Horace Walpole’s letters, quoted by George Birkbeck Hill in his notes 

to The Memoirs of the Life of Edward Gibbon (p. 331; see B.10 above); and 3) a statement 

about Gibbon attributed to Mme du Deffand, also quoted by Hill (p. 316). The remainder of 

the notes appear to be Woolf’s. 

14. “Gibbon”: 2 pp., not numbered, and pencilled notes on the reverse of second page. More 

notes on this work appear above, B.8 and B.12. 

Gibbon, Edward. The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Vol. IV [of XII]. Cadell & 

Davies, 1807. 

15. “The Le Six As”: 3 pp., not numbered. 

[Gibbon, Edward.] The Autobiographies of Edward Gibbon. Printed verbatim from hitherto unpublished 

MSS, with an introduction by the Earl of Sheffield. Ed. John Murray. Murray, 1896. 

16. “Girlhood of M.J Holroyd.”: 10 pp., not numbered. The entry is also headed “M.J. 

Stanley.” 

Adeane, J. H. The Girlhood of Maria Josepha Holroyd, Lady Stanley of Alderley. Longmans, 1896. 

17. “Am.P./1. 121”: 1 p., not numbered. (7 lines only.) The entry appears as an insert on the 

first page of B.16, and begins, “The end of M.J. in the Amberley Papers. Unwilling to die.” 

[Amberley.] The Amberley Papers. The Letters and Diaries of Lord and Lady Amberley. Ed. Bertrand and 

Patricia Russell. Vol. I [of II]. Hogarth Press, 1937. 

18. “MJ. Holroyd”: 5 pp., not numbered. Marginal notation first page, “Gibbon/Letters.” The 

entry includes notes about Maria Josepha Holroyd and Hester Gibbon, Gibbon’s aunt. More 

notes on this work appear above, B.5. 

Gibbon, Edward. The Private Letters . . . 1753–1794. With an Introduction by the Earl of Sheffield. Ed. 

Rowland E. Prothero. 2 vols. Murray, 1896. 

19. “Overton. Life of Law”: 2 pp., not numbered. The entry is also headed, “Law. Overton. 

Hester Gibbon.” 

Overton, J. H. William Law, Nonjuror and Mystic . . . A sketch of his life, character, and opinions. 

Longmans, Green, 1881. 

 


