
LVII. Monk’s House Papers/B.16e. (Sussex) 

This volume, a spiral notebook, can be dated fairly accurately after the end of March 1937; it 

includes notes for Three Guineas and Roger Fry: A Biography. By this date, Woolf was well into 

the first draft of Three Guineas and planning her biography of Fry. The precision of dating rests 

upon the first entry, headed “The inflated brown bug” and consisting of notes on “J.B.,” the 

newspaper reporter who followed the Woolfs to Rodmell on March 27, 1937, in an attempt to get 

material for an article. The phrases in this entry are the same as those in her diary entry for 

March 28, 1937, and in the poem, “Fantasy upon a Gentleman who Converted his Impressions of 

a Private House into Cash.” Both of these appear in Appendix B of Quentin Bell’s Virginia 

Woolf: A Biography, Vol. II (1972). A cutting of a newspaper article about Woolf, signed “J.B.,” 

appears in LX, B.54. 

The notes are in black ink. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “The inflated brown bug”: 1 p., not numbered. The first part of the entry, which continues, 

“inflated with blood. Mark on the wall. comes steals appears. Wants to be ‘seen.’ looks 

[?roundish/reddish] full of blood. Sits there slides off: makes notes,” consists of notes on 

“J.B.,” the newpaper reporter, who is the subject of a diary entry (March 28, 1937) and of 

the poem, “Fantasy upon a Gentleman who Converted his Impressions of a Private House 

into Cash.” See Quentin Bell, Virginia Woolf: A Biography (1972), II, Appendix B. The 

remainder of the entry is a list of Woolf’s books, ending with The Years. 

2. “She was living on £12 a month”: 2 pp., not numbered. Entry annotated “Letters to a 

friend/Winifred Holtby./Edited by Alice Holtby/Jean McWilliam/Collins. 1937.” 

Holtby, Winifred. Letters to a Friend. Ed. Alice Holtby and Jean McWilliam. Collins, 1937. 

3. “The Professions:/Lady Lovelace the Siren. The bird in the cage”: 1 p., not numbered. 4 

lines only, continuing, “But we must make a different contribution. ‘We’ are the only 

people who can criticise: the wage earners.” The notes pertain to Three Guineas; the 

reference is to Mary, Countess of Lovelace, whose article, “Fifty Years. Society and the 

Season: The Chaperoned Age,” appears as LVIII, B.36. 

4. “The interest of these facts is great.”: 3 pp., not numbered. The entry consists of notes for 

Three Guineas. 

5. “Many private people bought ordered/gave commissions”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry 

consists of notes for Roger Fry: A Biography. 

 


