
LVI. Monk’s House Papers/B.16b. (Sussex) 
The majority of the notes collected in this volume are not reading notes but random ideas and 
sketches for her writing, including Three Guineas. It is extremely difficult to date these notes, or 
even to be sure what they are for. Entry 2, for example, which consists of notes on “the 
moderns,” includes phrases that seem to predict “The Leaning Tower” (1940), although it is 
unlikely they were made that late. I suspect that most of the notes in this volume belong to the 
period after the Labour Party Conference at Brighton, September 30 to October 2, 1935 
(mentioned in B.4), when Woolf began “dashing off” chapters and scenes for her book on 
women and war (see AWD, October 5, 27, 1935, March 24, 1936, and the introduction to 
Volume XXXIX). She continued recording ideas for this book until January 1937 when she 
began to write what we know as Three Guineas (see AWD, November 3, 1936, and January 28, 
1937). 

Several of the sketches found in this notebook made their way, either directly or indirectly, 
into the finished work. The search for new words in B.1, including a replacement for “feminist,” 
suggests the moment in Three Guineas when the writer burns the word “feminist” to celebrate 
the new-found unity between men and women in their fight against war, even while lamenting 
that she cannot yet call the words “Tyrant, Dictator” equally obsolete (3G, 184, 186). The 
bonfires that burn throughout the book may have originated with her notes in B.3, headed “The 
Burning of the Vote.” The reference to “The horror of war. The Spanish photographs” in B.6 
suggests Woolf’s comments at the beginning of Three Guineas about the power of photographs, 
in this case those sent by the Spanish government, to evoke emotions of “horror and disgust” 
(3G, 20–21); Woolf had received “a packet of photographs from Spain all of dead children, 
killed by bombs” on November 16, 1936 (L, VI, 3189). (For other sketches and ideas for Three 
Guineas, see Volume XXXIX; notes for Three Guineas also appear in Volumes VII, X, XXVI, 
XXXIII, LV, and LVII–LX.) 

Woolf continued to create new words—and to collect material—after the book was complete; 
notes at Sussex headed “Supplement to the Dictionary of the English Language” (MH/B.4) 
include definitions of “The Straddlebug Foot in both worlds. Wangler:,” “The Peeker

All of the notes are in black ink. 

. This 
miserable little word has been coined to denote the peeper in at private houses,” and “? a word 
for those who put living people into books.” The first page of this later manuscript is headed 
“Quotations fr. current books (1938)”; the remainder of the page is blank. See Volume XXXVI 
for some later quotations. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “Glossary. [Hermannob . . .]/of both sexes . . .”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry consists of 
notes on the possibility of creating new words and meanings. One note reads, “let us 
substitute for feminist the word—”; another, “Soldier = Gutsgruzzler. Heroism = Botulism. 
a Hero = Bottle.” 

2. “The reason why there is no criticism:/because no one can deal with the intellect &/the 
emotions”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry consists of notes on “the moderns,” including a 
note on “Why there is no poetry because the moderns are trying to appeal to the simple 
people: but . . . also to the intellect.” 



3. “The Burning of the Vote./A Comedy/Scene Hampstead Heath”: 2 pp., not numbered. The 
entry consists of notes or sketches for various scenes depicting ideas later embodied in 
Three Guineas. The second page reads, “Voices of Victorian mothers wailing. The children 
answering. A record breaker passes. We will not dine. Joad & Wells. May the Lord make us 
truly thankful. But who is the Lord. A transparency appears. 10,000 a year. The Arch. of 
Cant. The dappled dawn. The Do not raise monuments. Let us not praise famous women.” 
The reference to “Joad” is to his statement, quoted in Three Guineas, “Women, I think, 
ought not to sit down to table with men” (C.E.M. Joad, Under the Fifth Rib: A Belligerent 
Autobiography [1932], quoted in 3G, Ch. III, n.4.) The reference to “Wells” is most likely 
to H. G. Wells’s comments about women in his Experiment in Autobiography (1934) that 
appear in Three Guineas, one of them sandwiched between comments by Joad (3G, 79–80). 

4. “The meeting at Brighton./The upshot of it was m. [men] think war necessary.”: 2 pp., not 
numbered. The entry consists of notes on men and war, women and peace. The reference in 
the heading is to the Labour Party Conference at Brighton, September 30 to October 2, 
1935, where the pacifists were defeated. The first page includes the note, “Cheques for one 
guinea . . . all moonshine.” The second page begins, “Money & power. patriotism.” 

5. “1 The Vision of England./2./That leads to/What”: 1 p., not numbered. (Heading only.) 
6. “The horror of war./The Spanish photographs.”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry consists of 

notes on war. 

7. “Francis & Riversdale Grenfell. A Memoir/John Buchan. 1920”: 2 pp., not numbered. The 
entry consists of quotations about the glory of being a soldier. The first one, annotated 
“189,” begins, “I have had the happiest possible life, & have always been working for war; 
. . .” 

Buchan, John. Francis and Riversdale Grenfell. A Memoir. Thomas Nelson, 1920. 

 
 


