
LV. Monk’s House Papers/B.16a. (Sussex) 

On January 28, 1937, Woolf “began Three Guineas” (AWD)—began, that is, writing the book on 

women and war that had been simmering in her mind since the end of 1935 (see the introduction 

to Volume XXXIX). She had, by this time, also collected a great deal of the material that 

furnished her with the facts and quotations that are the basis of her arguments and her footnotes. 

Because she began collecting this material as early as 1931, when she first conceived of her new 

book on women, and continued to gather it while she wrote The Years, it is difficult to know 

exactly when the notes entered in this volume—as well as other volumes—were made. Some of 

the entries, however, can be dated or speculated about. The first entry, for example, which 

consists of notes for the second chapter of Three Guineas, has the marginal notation, 

“1937/1919/18”—a reference to the number of years that women have been allowed to practice 

the professions, and a recurring theme in Chapter II. This entry, then, may have been made 

around June 22, 1937, when Woolf was contemplating “the Prof. [Professional] Chapter: then the 

final” (AWD). Others of the entries (B.3–7, 9) were clearly made in or after 1936. On June 7, 

1936, for example, Woolf was “reading all Macaulay with rapture,” and she continued to read 

him throughout that summer (L, VI, 3141, 3155). She read Blunt’s Diaries in July 1936 (L, VI, 

3152–3153), and on August 14, she was “[sinking] deeper and deeper in Lynn Linton—and am 

entirely enthralled” (L, VI, 3161). The notes on Miss Clough (B.2), on the other hand, may 

belong to the early thirties when Woolf was planning The Pargiters; a quotation from the 

biography of Clough appears in the first of the “3 bound volumes containing Press Cuttings & 

extracts collected or copied by VW relative to 3 Gs” (LVIII), which consists of material 

collected before the beginning of 1933. Eight more pages of notes on this biography are found in 

Volume X, included among the entries made in 1932. 

Several of the notes and quotations found in this notebook reappear, in part or in whole, in 

other notebooks and/or in one of the “3 bound volumes” below. Entries B.3–7 recur in the same 

order in Volume II of the “3 bound volumes” (LIX, B.85–89); B.12 reappears as LIX, B.90. I 

have indicated these repetitions in the descriptions of the individual entries. (For a 

comprehensive list of Woolf’s notes for Three Guineas, see Volumes VII, X, XXVI, XXXIII, 

XXXIX, and LVI–LX.) 

All of the notes are in black ink, as are the few page numbers. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “If you have only 250 & have to earn it you cant do/much”: 2 pp., not numbered. The entry 

consists of notes for Chapter Two of Three Guineas, ending, “That is the end of the Second 

Guinea. The Third.” A marginal notation reads, “1937/1919/18”: a calculation of the 

number of years women have been allowed in the professions. After the heading, the entry 

continues, “learning how to cook Mr Joads’ dinner before he dies. Why are they so poor? Is 

it native incapacity or prejudice.” 

2. “Life of Miss Clough.”: 8 pp., not numbered. Another set of notes on this work appears in 

X, B.5; a quotation from this work appears as LVIII, B.56. 

Clough, Blanche Athena. A Memoir of Anne Jemima Clough. Edward Arnold, 1897. 

3. “Wilfred Blunt./My Diaries.”: 2 pp., not numbered. Quotations, annotated “Part 2/21st April 

1901,” and “15th Nov: 1910.” The first quotation reappears in LIX, B.85. The second 



quotation records Blunt’s intense dislike of the first Post-Impressionist Exhibition, held in 

1910. 

Blunt, Wilfred Scawen. My Diaries. Being a Personal Narrative of Events, 1888–1914. Part Two: 1900–

1914. Martin Secker, 1920 

4. “Sophia Lonsdale./Compiled by Violet Martineau.”: 1 p., not numbered. Quotation, 

annotated “103,” beginning, “I have often been asked what I think of Cathedral 

Establishments, . . .” This quotation reappears in LIX, B.86. 

Martineau, Violet. Recollections of Sophia Lonsdale. Murray, 1936. 

5. “Daily Herald. Aug. 1st 1936./‘Stand up to dictators’ . . .”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry 

consists of notes on two newspaper articles about dictatorship: in Germany and in the home. 

Woolf’s notes include the passage, “& then we turn the page & read: ‘My husband insists 

that I call him “Sir”’. . . .” These notes reappear in LIX, B.87. 

“M.P.s’ Parting Advice to Ministers—‘Stop Yielding to Dictators’” and “Made Wife Call Him ‘Sir’.” Daily 

Herald, August 1, 1936, pp. 4, 9. 

6. “Marys conduct was really a signal instance/of that perfect distinterestedness and self 

devotion/of which man seems to be incapable,/but which is sometimes found in woman.”: 1 

p., not numbered. (Heading only.) Quotation, annotated “Macaulay. Hist. vol 3. 278.” This 

quotation reappears in LIX, B.88. 

Macaulay, Thomas Babington. History of England. Vol. III. Longmans, Green, 1898. Vol. III of The Works 

of Lord Macaulay. Albany Edition. 

7. “On another day at this time he wrote/a one thousand six hundred word/article on 

Nietzsche, . . .”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry is on the same page as B.6. Quotation, 

annotated “198/The Lost Historian. A Memoir of/Sir Sidney Low. Desmond Chapman-

/Huston./1886.” This quotation reappears in LIX, B.89. 

Chapman-Huston, Major Desmond. The Lost Historian. A Memoir of Sir Sidney Low. Murray, 1936. 

8. “[. . .] W. by Sat”: 1 p., not numbered, on the reverse of B.6 and B.7. (2 lines only.) 

Unidentified. 

9. “In Paris since the war, as in most/cities of the west, it is women’s/view of life wh. 

prevails.”: 1 p., not numbered. Quotation, annotated “Aspects of Wilde./Vincent 

O’Sullivan,” “198.” 

O’Sullivan, Vincent. Aspects of Wilde. Constable, 1936. 

10. “Layard/Mrs. Lynn Linton.”: 5 pp., the last two numbered 1–2 by VW. The entry ends 

with a note headed, “(George Eliot. Williams. p. 79,” which begins, “‘The dislike was 

mutual & began early.’” The passage records the mutual dislike of Marian Evans/George 

Eliot and Lynn Linton as described in Williams’s biography. Williams’s source was Eliot’s 

diary. 

a) Layard, George Somes. Mrs. Lynn Linton. Her Life, Letters, and Opinions. Methuen, 1901. 

b) Williams, Blanche Colton. George Eliot. A Biography. Macmillan, 1936. 

11. “James Silk Buckingham./Ralph E. Turner. 1934”: 1 p., not numbered. The notation “3G.” 

appears in the upper right corner. 

Turner, Ralph E. James Silk Buckingham, 1786–1855: A Social Biography. Williams & Norgate, 1934. 



12. “Unreformed Cambridge/Winstanley.”: 1 p., numbered 3 by VW. The entry consists of the 

titles of three works on the University of Cambridge: a) Denys A. Winstanley, Unreformed 

Cambridge: A Study of Certain Aspects of the University in the Eighteenth Century 

(Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1935); b) J. W. Clark, ed., Endowments of the 

University of Cambridge (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1904); c) Henry Gunning, 

Reminiscences of the University, Town, and County of Cambridge From the Year 1780, 2 

vols. (Bell, 1855). References to the latter two works reappear in LIX, B.90; notes on 

Gunning appear in XLV, B.16. 

13. “The Age of the Chartists/1832–1854/Hammonds.”: 4 pp., numbered 4–7 by VW. 

Hammond, J. L., and Hammond, Barbara. The Age of the Chartists, 1832–54. A Study of Discontent. 

Longmans, Green, 1930. 

14. “Life of Bishop Burnet/Clarke & Foxcroft. 1907”: 1 p., not numbered. Quotation, 

annotated “436,” beginning, “The feminine boarding school of the day, with its trivial 

curriculum, was his aversion, . . .” 

Clarke, T.E.S., and Foxcroft, H. C. A Life of Gilbert Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury. Cambridge: Cambridge 

Univ. Press, 1907. 

 


