
LIV. Monk’s House Papers/B.3e. (Sussex) 
On April 11, 1939, Woolf recorded that she was “reading Sévigné, professionally, for that quick 
amalgamation of books that I intend. . . . Also I’m reading Rochefoucauld” (AWD). She had 
begun reading Sévigné by September 1938 and was still reading the letters at the end of 1940, 
but it is likely that these notes belong to the period of the April 1939 diary entry. In January 
1939, Woolf had written, “I am reading Sévigné, that leads to Michelet; that to Saint Simon; and 
I see Rabelais at the turn of the corner” (L, VI, 3481); by June, she was “still midway through 
her” (L, VI, 3520). (For other notes on Sévigné’s Lettres, see XVI, B.1, and XXXVII, B.12). 
Notes headed “Civilization; or, Mme de Sévigné written during the crisis of Sept 1938” appear in 
a manuscript at Sussex (MH/B.2b); her essay on “Madame de Sévigné,” however, was written in 
May 1939 (L, VI, 3514) and published in The Death of the Moth and Other Essays (1942). The 
“quick amalgamation of books” of the 1939 diary entry became, at the end of 1940, a history of 
English literature provisionally called Reading at Random. In an early outline for this work, 
Woolf included as a “separate article” “The French Madame de Sevigné./La Rd [La 
Rochefoucauld] &c” (“Notes for Reading at Random,” A & R, 375). 

The last entry, B.3, a summary of Roger Fry’s aesthetic theory, belongs with the writing of 
Roger Fry: A Biography and could easily have been made in 1939 while she was writing the 
book. A letter written four years previously, when Woolf began reading for the biography, 
includes a similar passage: “I’m deep in Roger Fry and trying to master his aesthetics. What he 
says is if you cut off your practical senses, the aesthetic then work” (L, V, 3090). 

A label pasted on the cover of the notebook reads “La Rochefoucauld.” The label and the 
entries are in black ink. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “La Rochefoucauld.”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry consists of unidentified notes on La 
Rochefoucauld, beginning, “had 3 periods: the heroic; the worldly; & recollection (Mme de 
LaFayette).” 

2. “Sévigné”: 1 p., not numbered. 
[Sévigné, Madame de.] Lettres de Madame de Sévigné, de sa famille, et de ses amis. Ed. M. Monmerque. 

New ed. Vol. IV [of XIV]. Paris: Hachette, 1862. 

3. “‘All art depends upon cutting off the/practical responses to the sensations of/ordinary life, 
thereby setting free a pure & as it were disembodied/[. . .] of the spirit”: 1 p., not numbered. 
(Heading only.) A summary of Roger Fry’s aesthetic theory, possibly based on Vision and 
Design (1920). 

 


