LII1. Monk’s House Papers/B.3d. (Sussex)

Woolf’s essay on Oliver Goldsmith, the subject of this volume of notes, appeared as a review of
The Citizen of the World and The Bee, TLS, March 1, 1934 (Kp. C342). Woolf mentioned that
she was both reading and writing about Goldsmith during April 1933 (AWD, April 6, 25) and
then appears to have abandoned the piece while traveling in Italy during May. By the end of the
month, however, despite the trip and the interference of her desire to write The Pargiters, she
was back at work on her “half finished article” (AWD, May 30, 31). (An entry on Goldsmith is
mixed in with reading notes made for The Pargiters in Volume XXI11.) By August 17, 1933,
Woolf had completed and sent the article to Helen McAfee of The Yale Review (L, V, 2780),
who rejected it, in Woolf’s words, as “not a subject likely to be of particular interest in America”
(L, V, 2797, September 27, 1933). Ironically, another set of notes on Goldsmith’s works is now
housed in the Beinecke Manuscript Library at Yale University (LXVII).

All the notes are in black ink.

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. Goldsmith
1 p., on cover.

B. ENTRIES

1. “Goldsmith Life/Forster.”: 2 pp., not numbered. More notes on this work appear below, B.3
and B.7.

Forster, James. The Life and Times of Oliver Goldsmith. Vol. I [of I1]. Bickers, 1877.

2. “Goldsmith in/Cunningham.”: 1 p., not numbered. (6 lines only.) The notes are on
Goldsmith’s “Essay XI. Beau Tibbs, A Character (cont),” and “Essay XIV. On the
Increased Love of Life with Age.”

Goldsmith, Oliver. Essays. Ed. Peter Cunningham. Murray, 1854. Vol. Il of The Works of Oliver
Goldsmith.

3. “Forster. Life”: 1 p., not numbered. More notes on this work appear above, B.1, and below,
B.7.

Forster, James. The Life and Times of Oliver Goldsmith. VVol. I [of I1]. Bickers, 1877.

4. “Golds"/Anecdotes./Prior Life”: 1 p., not numbered. (2 lines only.) The notes, annotated
“2/410,” read, ““grotesque ourang-outang figure-" Tickle.” The quotation is from a letter
mocking Goldsmith, signed Tom Tickle, found in Prior’s Life, Il, 408-409 n.

Prior, James. The Life of Oliver Goldsmith, M.B. Vol. 1l [of Il]. Murray, 1837.

5. “Boswell. I”: 5 pp., not numbered. The second and third pages are typed. Another entry on
Johnson and Goldsmith appears in LXVII, B.2.
Boswell, James. The Life of Samuel Johnson, L.L.D. Ed. George Birkbeck Hill. VVols. I-I11 [of VI]. Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1887.

6. “Essay.”: 1 p., not numbered. General notes for her essay on Goldsmith, beginning, “And if
the [style] fails to satisfy it is because too much of the essayist [?lays] above it: morality.



7. “Goldsmith Thackeray on.”: 1 p., not numbered. (3 lines only.) The entry, annotated
“F.2/423,” reads, “The bedroom a closet without any light in it. It quite pains us to think of
the kind old fellow dozing off there. WMT.” These notes refer to a letter written by W. M.
Thackeray about Goldsmith, quoted in Forster, 11, 423 n.

Forster, James. The Life and Times of Oliver Goldsmith. Vol. 11 [of I1]. Bickers, 1877.



