LI. Monk’s House Papers/B.3b. (Sussex)

Although the cover sheet, which reads “Feb: 1935/Purgatorio,” may date the five pages of notes
on Dante in this volume, Woolf had been reading The Divine Comedy since at least August 20,
1930: “I am reading Dante, & | say, yes, this makes all writing unnecessary. This surpasses
‘writing’ as | say about Shre. | read the Inferno for half an hour at the end of my own page [The
Waves]: & that is the place of honour” (D, 111). On September 24, 1930, she announced that her
“present view of reading [Dante] is to elongate immensely. | take a week over one canto” (D,
I11)—a seemingly accurate prediction of her pace. On August 30, 1934, for example, she was
complaining that writing the last scenes of The Years—her next novel—prevented her from
reading Dante, and on April 1, 1935, she added, “At this rate | shall never finish the Purgatorio.
But what’s the use of reading with half one’s mind running on Eleanor and Kitty”—two of the
characters in The Years (AWD). In fact, several entries in the diary about Dante link her reading
of him to her thoughts about The Years, which she was writing and revising throughout this
period: “Isn’t it odd? Some days | can’t read Dante at all after revising . . .: other days I find it
very sublime and helpful. Raises one out of the chatter of words” (AWD, December 3, 1934; see
also, January 19, March 16, 27, 1935). In the end, Dante found his way into the novel; the third
page of her notes on the Purgatorio below contains the passage that appears at the end of the
1911 section of The Years:

Che per quanti si dice piu li nostro,
tanto possiede piu di ben ciascuno.

For by so many more there are who say “ours”,
So much the more of good doth each possess.

The passage is from Canto XV, lines 55-56, and appears on pages 182 and 183 of the dual-
language text used by Woolf.
All the notes are in black ink.
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