XLI11. Monk’s House Papers/B.2k. (Sussex)

On January 1, 1920, Woolf commented in a letter that “My next work will be on Henry James’
letters, | think—unless someone else has done it for me during the influenza. | shan’t be sorry,
since I’m stuck in the Ambassadors” (L, Il, 1107). On April 2 she wrote to Vanessa Bell that she
had “been reading Henry James’ letters till my brain rings and swings” (L, 11, 1126; see also, D,
I, April 10, 1920). Her review of the letters was published as “The Letters of Henry James,”
TLS, April 8, 1920 (Kp. C190), and occasioned the attack on her style by A. B. Walkley, the
dramatic critic for The Times, recorded in her diary on April 15, 1920.

The covering page of the notebook bears the title “Henry James/Letters” in black ink; the
entries are in black ink, turquoise ink, and pencil.

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. Henry James
Letters
1 p., on cover.

B. ENTRIES

1. “Henry James. Letters”: 14 pp., not numbered. (Last page, 1 line only.)
James, Henry. Letters. Ed. Percy Lubbock. 2 vols. Macmillan, 1920.

2. “Vol 2. 223./0n Refusing to be a godfather—": 7 pp., not numbered. The entry begins on
the last page of B.1, and consists of random quotations and notes from Henry James’s
letters, arranged under headings by Woolf. See above, B.1.

3. “dining room—/hall—": 1 p., not numbered. The entry consists of a list of areas of the
house, possibly Monk’s House, and possibly those designated for painting. In late February
1920, she was painting the dining room “pomegranate colour” (L, Il, 1123).



