
XLII. Monk’s House Papers/B.2j. (Sussex) 

The title “HARDY” on the cover of this notebook describes its entire contents: notes made on 

Hardy’s novels and stories, as well as on a critical work about him, in preparation for the article 

published as “Thomas Hardy’s Novels,” TLS, January 19, 1928 (Kp. C294). The reading notes 

themselves, however, belong to the period between February 14, 1919, when Bruce Richmond 

asked Woolf to “be ready with an article on Hardy’s novels whenever the evil day [of his death] 

comes” (D, II, August 9, 1921, n.2), and January 22, 1921, when Woolf recorded that she would 

finish the article tomorrow (D, II). Her diary and letters for those years contain numerous plans 

to read Hardy, as well as laments that she had not yet written the article: “I pray he sits safe & 

sound by his fireside at this moment” (D, II, December 11, 1921; see also D, I, March 5, July 12, 

1919; L, II, 1074, 1141; D, II, March 22, November 15, 25, December 17, 1921). Woolf appears 

to have read The Mayor of Casterbridge in August 1920 (L, II, 1141), but whether this reading 

was the source of the notes in this volume is uncertain. On August 9, 1921, she noted that she 

was “Indeed . . . reading Hardy for my famous article—the one I am always talking about” (D, 

II), and it is possible that the majority of the entries in this volume were made between between 

August 1921 and Christmas 1921. Woolf spent her time at Rodmell that Christmas writing “with 

steady stoicism my posthumous article upon Hardy” (D, II, January 3, 1922). Never satisfied, she 

may have revised the article in December 1923 (D, II, December 19). In July 1926, Woolf visited 

Hardy, taking The Mayor of Casterbridge with her to read on the train (D, III, July 25); and in 

January 1928, after Hardy’s death, she “[furbished] up the Hardy” for publication (D, III, 

January 17). More notes on Hardy appear in Volume XX. 

The list that comprises A.2 of the table of contents is a list of Hardy’s works, with the date of 

publication and “x’s” marking those novels that Woolf had read or planned to read. “HARDY” 

(A.1) is written on a label in black ink; the list of Hardy’s works (A.2) is in blue-gray ink, and 

the “x’s” are in turquoise ink. The entries are in various inks—blue-gray, turquoise, black, and 

blue-purple; in pencil; and in blue pencil. The majority, however, are in blue-purple ink. Under 

the Greenwood Tree (B.2) has two sets of notes in different inks, the second beginning, “re-

read”; the original notes are turquoise, the second set is blue-purple. Five pages have been torn 

out of the notebook between B.5 and B.6. 

The page references in Woolf’s notes correspond to two editions of The Wessex Novels: that 

published by Osgood, Mcllvaine in 1895 and 1896 and that published by Macmillan in 1902 and 

1903. I have listed the latter edition. The volume numbers are the same in both sets. 

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. HARDY 

1 p., on cover. 

2. Hardy b: 1840. 

1871. Desperate Remedies. 

1872. Under Greenwood Tree.   x 

1873. A Pair of Blue Eyes. 

1874. Far from the Madding Crowd.   x 

1876. Hand of Ethelberta. 

1878. Return of the Native   x 



The Works Novels of Thomas Hardy 

1880. The Trumpet Major.   x 

1881. A Laodicean. 

1882. Two on a Tower.   x 

1883. Romantic Adventures of a Milkmaid. 

1886. The Mayor of Casterbridge.   x 

“HARDY” (A.1) is written on a label in black ink; the list of Hardy’s works (A.2) is in blue-

gray ink, and the “x’s” are in turquoise ink. The entries are in various inks—blue-gray, turquoise, 

black, and blue-purple; in pencil; and in blue pencil. The majority, however, are in blue-purple 

ink. Under the Greenwood Tree (B.2) has two sets of notes in different inks, the second 

beginning, “re-read”; the original notes are turquoise, the second set is blue-purple. Five pages 

have been torn out of the notebook between B.5 and B.6. 

The page references in Woolf’s notes correspond to two editions of The Wessex Novels: that 

published by Osgood, Mcllvaine in 1895 and 1896 and that published by Macmillan in 1902 and 

1903. I have listed the latter edition. The volume numbers are the same in both sets. 

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. HARDY 

1 p., on cover. 

2. Hardy b: 1840. 

1871. Desperate Remedies. 

1872. Under Greenwood Tree.   x 

1873. A Pair of Blue Eyes. 

1874. Far from the Madding Crowd.   x 

1876. Hand of Ethelberta. 

1878. Return of the Native   x 

The Works Novels of Thomas Hardy 

1880. The Trumpet Major.   x 

1881. A Laodicean. 

1882. Two on a Tower.   x 

1883. Romantic Adventures of a Milkmaid. 

1886. The Mayor of Casterbridge.   x 

1887. The Woodlanders.   x 

1888. Wessex Tales.   x 

1891. A Group of Noble Dames. (1890)   x 

1891. Tess of the D’Urbervilles.   x 

1894. Life’s Little Ironies.   x 

1896. Jude the Obscure. (1894–5)   x 

1897. The Well-Beloved (1892) 

1898. Wessex Poems. 



1901. Poems of Past & Present. 

 

1909. Time’s Laughing Stocks 

1 p., not numbered. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “Thomas Hardy./Lascelles Abercrombie./first pubd 1912.”: 3 pp., not numbered. 

Abercrombie, Lascelles. Thomas Hardy: A Critical Study. Martin Secker, 1919. 

2. “Under the Greenwood Tree. 1872.”: 2 pp., not numbered. The second page is on the 

reverse of the first. The entry consists of two sets of notes on the novel, the second one 

beginning, “re-read/‘Autumns of 50 years ago’ This applies to many of H. books.” 

Hardy, Thomas. Under the Greenwood Tree. A Rural Painting of the Dutch School. Macmillan, 1903. Vol. 

XVI of The Wessex Novels. 

3. “Far from the Madding Crowd 1874.”: 2 pp., not numbered. 

Hardy, Thomas. Far from the Madding Crowd. Macmillan, 1902. Vol. II of The Wessex Novels. 

4. “The Mayor of Casterbridge. 1886”: 2 pp., not numbered. 

Hardy, Thomas. The Mayor of Casterbridge. The Life and Death of a Man of Character. Macmillan, 1902. 

Vol. III of The Wessex Novels. 

5. “Wessex Tales./Interlopers at the Knap”: 1 p., not numbered. 4 lines only, reading, “What is 

the meaning of a plot? does instead of form? a love of coincidence that becomes fantastic.” 

Hardy, Thomas. “Interlopers at the Knap.” Wessex Tales. [1896]. 

6. “Two on a Tower./1882”: 2 pp., not numbered. 

Hardy, Thomas. Two on a Tower. Macmillan, 1902. Vol. V of The Wessex Novels. 

7. “The Return of the Native./1878”: 5 pp., not numbered. The entry begins with a partial list 

of Hardy’s novels. On the bottom of the fourth page are general notes, beginning, “A kind 

of intense angular character & honesty in the scenes but the queerness very great. A 

tendency to woodenness even priggishness in his heroes—seems more at ease with the 

women.” 

Hardy, Thomas. The Return of the Native. Macmillan, 1902. Vol. VI of The Wessex Novels. 

8. “Jude the Obscure 1894–5”: 1 p., not numbered. (7 lines only.) 

Hardy, Thomas. Jude the Obscure. Macmillan, 1903. Vol. VIII of The Wessex Novels. 

9. “Desperate Remedies”: 2 pp., not numbered. 

Hardy, Thomas. Desperate Remedies. Macmillan, 1903. Vol. XII of The Wessex Novels. 

10. “‘of love, it may be said, the less earthly the less demonstrative.’”: 1 p., not numbered. The 

entry consists of quotations from Hardy’s novels. 

a) “‘of love, it may be said, . . .’”: Quotation, annotated “of Clym & Mrs. Yeobright/Return of N. 232”: The 

Return of The Native. See above, B.7. 

b) “Well, poor soul; she’s helpless to hinder that or anything now, answered Mother Cuxsom.”: Quotation, 

annotated “M. of C. 144”: The Mayor of Casterbridge. See above, B.4. 



11. “The spirit of pagan nature crowning the country people./The wounded birds in the wood”: 

2 pp., not numbered. The entry begins on the same page as B.10. The notes are on Tess of 

the D’Urbervilles, and include notes on Hardy’s “Explanatory Note to the First Edition” and 

“Preface to the Fifth and Later Editions.” No page references are given, but Woolf probably 

used the edition that corresponds to the others in the series of Wessex Novels that she read. 

More notes on Tess appear in XX, B.2. 

Hardy, Thomas. Tess of The D’Urbervilles. [1891]. 

12. “Why should we not stand still, says I to myself . . .”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry 

consists of random quotations and phrases from Hardy’s novels. 

a) “Why should we not stand still. . .”: Quotation, annotated “D.R. 450”: Desperate Remedies. See above, 

B.9. 

b) “Under the Gre. W./A rural painting of the Dutch school.”: A reference to the full title of Under the 

Greenwood Tree. See above, B.2. 

c) “Toller Down/To persons standing alone on a hill . . .”: Phrases from Far from the Madding Crowd. See 

above, B.3. 

d) “Fitzpiers. Grace. Marty South.”: Characters in The Woodlanders. (Heading only.) 

Hardy, Thomas. The Woodlanders. [1887]. 

13. “The immortal puzzle—given the man & the/woman, how to find a basis for their 

sexual/relation—is left where it stood;”: 2 pp., not numbered. The entry consists of random 

notes on Hardy’s novels. 

a) “The immortal puzzle . . .”: General notes, unidentified. The entry continues in part, “—given the man & 

the woman, how to find a basis for their sexual relation—is left where it stood; he takes for granted the 

‘disparity’ of the lovers, & sanctity of marriage, . . .” 

b) “The importance of the home Corn trade.”: A reference to The Mayor of Casterbridge. See above, B.4. 

c) “This good fellowship—camaraderie—usually/occurring through similarity of pursuits . . .”: Quotations, 

the second one annotated “F.M.C. 469”: Far From the Madding Crowd. See above, B.3. 

d) “Swithin, who was stable as a giant in all that/appertained to nature . . .”: Quotation, annotated “281 T. 

on a T.”: Two on a Tower. See above, B.6. 

14. “It was a spot wh. returned upon the memory of/those who loved it with an aspect of 

peculiar/& kindly congruity.”: 4 pp., not numbered. The entry begins on the second page of 

B.13, with a quotation that is annotated “R. of N.” The notes are on The Return of the 

Native. More notes on this novel appear above, B.7. 

Hardy, Thomas. The Return of the Native. Macmillan, 1902. Vol. VI of The Wessex Novels. 

 


