
XXXIX. Monk’s House Papers/B.2f. (Sussex) 

A note by Leonard Woolf placed in this notebook records: “This is a loose-leaf notebook in 

which Virginia Woolf made notes of various kinds, mainly about what she was writing or 

thought of writing. In this page [10] she has jotted down rough notes for an essay on reviewing.” 

The notebook is in fact a composite. At one end, Woolf has written rough drafts for Reviewing 

(1939) and “Lewis Carroll” (published December 9, 1939; Kp. C363). These drafts are not 

included among the entries. At the other end of the notebook, Woolf made the entries listed 

below. Most of these are difficult to date exactly. Her essay on “Why Art To-day Follows 

Politics” (B.2) was published in The Daily Worker, December 14, 1936 (Kp. C347). The notes 

on Roger Fry’s Vision and Design (B.1) could have been made any time after November 1934, 

when the idea of writing a biography of Fry became a reality, until the publication of the work in 

1940. As late as August 7, 1939, for example, she was “condensing Vision and Design” (AWD). 

(Woolf’s other notes on Fry appear in Volumes XXVI and LXI–LXVI.) 

A similar uncertainty surrounds the notes on women and war in B.3, which appear to have 

been made at two different times. One set—the second and fourth pages—are clearly associated 

with Three Guineas and can be placed between October 1935, when she began to write The Next 

War, and the publication of the book in 1938. I tend to place them in the early stages, however, 

in part because of a mention on the fourth page of “the Brighton Conference”—a reference to the 

Labour Party Conference at Brighton, September 30 to October 2, 1935. This conference spurred 

her to transform what was previously called On Being Despised into The Next War: “Did I say 

the result of the L.P. at Brighton was the breaking of that dam between me and the new book, so 

that I couldn’t resist dashing off a chapter” (AWD, October 15, 1935). By October 27, she was 

“[dashing] off scene after scene.” On January 3, 1936, she had decided to call the book Answers 

to Correspondents, and on March 18, “Letter to an Englishman”; by March 24 she was 

completely absorbed in Two Guineas (sic; AWD). Other examples of her early ideas for Three 

Guineas are found in Volume LVI; the remainder of the Three Guineas notes are in Volumes 

VII, X, XXVI, XXXIII, and LV–LX. 

The second set of notes about women and war, intermixed with those for Three Guineas, 

belongs to late 1939 or 1940, when Woolf began to formulate her views on peace for an article 

she had been asked to write; as she remarked to Shena, Lady Simon, these were inseparable from 

her views on war (L, VI, 3580). Her ideas were eventually published as “Thoughts on Peace in 

an Air Raid” (New Republic, October 21, 1940; Kp. C369). More notes for her essay appear in 

XXI, B.4, XXXVII, B.2, and Volume XXXVI. 

The notes on Lewis Carroll’s Letters (B.4) were almost certainly made in conjunction with her 

review of The Complete Works of Lewis Carroll in December 1939; she was reading Carroll in 

early October (L, VI, 3556). 

The notes are all in black ink, as is the one page number. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “Index/Vision & Design. (1920.)”: 1 p., numbered 1 by VW. 

Fry, Roger. Vision and Design. Chatto & Windus, 1920. 

2. “I have been asked to explain as shortly as I can/what is at present the relation between the 

artist &/politics.”: 4 pp., not numbered. The entry consists of notes for “Why Art To-day 

Follows Politics.” 



3. “by no means/[?certain that WW I is . . .]”: 5 pp., not numbered. The entry begins on the 

reverse of the last page of B.2. The notes, many of which are almost illegible, are on men, 

women, politics, and war. The first, third, and fifth book Answers to Correspondents, and on 

March 18, “Letter to an Englishman”; by March 24 she was completely absorbed in Two 

Guineas (sic; AWD). Other examples of her early ideas for Three Guineas are found in Volume 

LVI; the remainder of the Three Guineas notes are in Volumes VII, X, XXVI, XXXIII, and LV–

LX. 

The second set of notes about women and war, intermixed with those for Three Guineas, 

belongs to late 1939 or 1940, when Woolf began to formulate her views on peace for an article 

she had been asked to write; as she remarked to Shena, Lady Simon, these were inseparable from 

her views on war (L, VI, 3580). Her ideas were eventually published as “Thoughts on Peace in 

an Air Raid” (New Republic, October 21, 1940; Kp. C369). More notes for her essay appear in 

XXI, B.4, XXXVII, B.2, and Volume XXXVI. 

The notes on Lewis Carroll’s Letters (B.4) were almost certainly made in conjunction with her 

review of The Complete Works of Lewis Carroll in December 1939; she was reading Carroll in 

early October (L, VI, 3556). 

The notes are all in black ink, as is the one page number. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “Index/Vision & Design. (1920.)”: 1 p., numbered 1 by VW. 

Fry, Roger. Vision and Design. Chatto & Windus, 1920. 

2. “I have been asked to explain as shortly as I can/what is at present the relation between the 

artist &/politics.”: 4 pp., not numbered. The entry consists of notes for “Why Art To-day 

Follows Politics.” 

3. “by no means/[?certain that WW I is . . .]”: 5 pp., not numbered. The entry begins on the 

reverse of the last page of B.2. The notes, many of which are almost illegible, are on men, 

women, politics, and war. The first, third, and fifth pages appear to have been written in 

1939 or 1940, and include references to “1939–1914” and “25 years after last war.” The 

second and fourth pages contain notes for Three Guineas. The second page begins, “Our 

consciousness holds about 1000 years. The things we look at differ according to the 

medium through wh. we see them”; continues with references to “institutions wh. are most 

often seen by the educated class. Colleges—Eton: then How differently they look, if you 

have been there”; and concludes with the note, “1. My advice will be [worthless]/2. My 

cheque will be small.” The fourth page mentions both “the Brighton Conference” and 

pictures of “childrens mutilated bodies.” The question being asked is how to fight both Mr. 

Asquith and war. 

4. “L-C Letters”: 1 p., not numbered. 

Carroll, Lewis. A Selection from the Letters . . . to his Child Friends. Ed. Evelyn M. Hatch. Macmillan, 

1933. 

 

 


