XXXII. [Flush] Holograph and Typewritten Reading Notes, Unsigned and Undated.
(Berg)

With two exceptions, all the entries in this volume record Woolf’s reading and ideas for Flush: A
Biography (1933). After its publication, she claimed that “Flush [was] only by way of a joke. |
was so tired after the Waves, that I lay in the garden and read the Browning love letters, and the
figure of their dog made me laugh so I couldn’t resist making him a Life” (L, V, 2707, February
23, 1933). The book, then, originated in the summer of 1931, and by September, Woolf was
asking Vita Sackville-West for a picture of her spaniel in connection with what she called her
“little escapade” (L, 1V, 2436). During the following year, however, while she worked to
complete The Common Reader: Second Series and suffered the death of Lytton Strachey, whom
she had meant to parody and amuse by her biography, she appears to have stopped writing Flush,
if not reading for it. Then, in July 1932, she was again “[nibbling] at Flush” (L, V, 2615), and by
October, she was “enjoying [her] writing, word by word, hugely” (L, V, 2640). On December 23,
1932, she bemoaned “four months of work and heaven knows how much reading—not of an
exalted kind either” for the book; and on January 26, 1933, Flush, she swore, “was despatched”
(AWD).

The other entries—one on Scott’s Ivanhoe (B.18) and one a list that reads
“Flush/Ivanhoe/Dekker” (B.21)—almost certainly belong to the summer or fall of 1931 when
Woolf recorded taking Ivanhoe to bed with her (L, 1V, 2426, September 2) and was reading for
her Elizabethan essays in The Common Reader. In a letter written December 12, 1931, Woolf
speaks of collecting her thoughts on Sir Walter Scott as if she were contemplating a critical piece
on his work (L, 1V, 2482).

The mixture of inks and the typewritten versions of notes that also exist in holograph indicate
both the sporadic nature of Woolf’s reading for her life of Flush and the care she took over the
details. The notes are in various shades of blue, purple, and black ink, pencil, and type.

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. Flush
1 p., numbered 1 by NYPL.

B. ENTRIES

1. “Brownings:”: 2 pp., numbered 2-3 by NYPL. (P. 3, 2 lines only.) More notes on this work
appear below, B.13, B.15, and B.17.
Browning, Elizabeth Barrett. Letters. Ed. F. G. Kenyon. Vol. | [of I1]. Smith, Elder, 1897.

2. “Last Chapter”: 2 pp., numbered 4-5 by NYPL. General notes for Chapter V of Flush: A
Biography, beginning, “Mrs. B. on the rock. The house at Pisa.”

3. “Flush. Browning Letters”: 2 pp., numbered 6—7 by NYPL. Typed. More notes on this work
appear below, B.12.
Browning, Robert, and Browning, Elizabeth Barrett. Letters: 1845-1846. Ed. Robert W. B. Browning. 2
vols. Smith, Elder, 1899.
4. “Letters to Mrs B’s Sister.”: 2 pp., numbered 7-8 by NYPL. Typed. More notes on this
work appear below, B.14.
Browning, Elizabeth Barrett. Letters to her Sister 1846-1859. Ed. Leonard Huxley. Murray, 1929.



5. “British Dogs.”: 1 p., numbered 9 by NYPL. The entry consists of notes on spaniels. More
notes on this work appear below, B.16 and B.19.
Dalziel, Hugh. British Dogs. 2nd ed. Vol. I [of 111]. Upcott Gill, 1870.

6. “Life of Miss Mitford.”: 1 p., numbered 10 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear
below, B.11.

[Mitford, Mary Russell.] The Life of Mary Russell Mitford . . . Related in a Selection from her Letters to her
Friends. Ed. A. G. L’Estrange. Vols. I-I1 [of I1I]. Bentley, 1870.
7. “Letters”: 1 p., numbered 11 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear below, B.10.
Mitford, Mary Russell. Letters. Ed. H. Chorley. 2nd ser. Vol. | [of 11]. Bentley, 1872.

8. “Miss Mitford Life/DNB.”: 1 p., numbered 12 by NYPL.
Lee, Elizabeth. “Mitford, Mary Russell.” DNB (1894).

9. “EBB’s Letters to/Horne.”: 3 pp., numbered 13-15 by NYPL.
Browning, Elizabeth Barrett. Letters . . . Addressed to Richard Hingist Horne. Ed. S. R. Townsend Mayer.
2 vols. Bentley, 1877.

10. “Miss Mitford Letters.”: 1 p., numbered 16 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear
above, B.7.

Mitford, Mary Russell. Letters. Ed. H. Chorley. 2nd ser. Vol. | [of I1]. Bentley, 1872.

11. *“Miss Mitfords Life.”: 1 p., numbered 17 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear
above, B.6.
[Mitford, Mary Russell.] The Life of Mary Russell Mitford . . . Related in a Selection from her Letters to her
Friends. Ed. A. G. L’Estrange. Vol. Il1 [of 1I1]. Bentley, 1870.
12. *519 The duty owed by the individual to society/523 cd not touch her dinner—": 1 p.,
numbered 18 by NYPL. (Heading only.) More notes on this work appear above, B.3.
Browning, Robert, and Browning, Elizabeth Barrett. Letters: 1845-1846. Vol. | [of I1]. Smith, Elder, 1899.

13. “Flush”: 5 pp., numbered 19-23 by NYPL. The entry is also headed, “M™ B’s Letters.” P.
19 consists of page references for Flush. More notes on this work appear above, B.1, and
below, B.15 and B.17.

Browning, Elizabeth Barrett. Letters. Ed. F. G. Kenyon. Vol. | [of I1]. Smith, Elder, 1897.

14. “M™ B.’s Letters to her Sister”: 3 pp., numbered 24-26 by NYPL. More notes on this work
appear above, B.4.

Browning, Elizabeth Barrett. Letters to her Sister 1846-1859. Ed. Leonard Huxley. Murray, 1929.
15. “Kenyon’s Letters”: 3 pp., numbered 27-29 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear
above, B.1 and B.13, and below, B.17.
Browning, Elizabeth Barrett. Letters. Ed. F. G. Kenyon. 2 vols. Smith, Elder, 1897.

16. “British Dogs”: 1 p., numbered 30 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear above, B.5,
and below, B.19.
Dalziel, Hugh. British Dogs. 2nd ed. Vol. I [of 111]. Upcott Gill, 1870.

17. “M™ Browning’s Letters”: 1 p., numbered 31 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear
above, B.1, B.13, and B.15.

Browning, Elizabeth Barrett. Letters. Ed. F. G. Kenyon. Vol. 11 [of I1]. Smith, Elder, 1897.



18. “Ivanhoe.”: 1 p., numbered 32 by NYPL. 5 lines only, reading, “The design: flat; pictorial.
A story teller rather ashamed of telling stories. Chose to tell it, because he thought that the
Scottish stories palled. his dialogue when not in dialect so bad.”

Scott, Walter. lvanhoe. [1819].

19. “British Dogs”: 1 p., numbered 33 by NYPL. Typed. The entry includes notes found in the
other entries on this work, B.5 and B.16, above.
Dalziel, Hugh. British Dogs. 2nd ed. Vol. I [of 111]. Upcott Gill, 1870.

20. “difficulties of making out Flushs ancetsry”: 1 p., numbered 34 by NYPL. Typed. General
notes for Flush: A Biography.

21. “Flush./Ivanhoe/Dekker”: 1 p., numbered 35 by NYPL. (Heading only.)



