
XXXII. [Flush] Holograph and Typewritten Reading Notes, Unsigned and Undated. 
(Berg) 
With two exceptions, all the entries in this volume record Woolf’s reading and ideas for Flush: A 
Biography (1933). After its publication, she claimed that “Flush [was] only by way of a joke. I 
was so tired after the Waves, that I lay in the garden and read the Browning love letters, and the 
figure of their dog made me laugh so I couldn’t resist making him a Life” (L, V, 2707, February 
23, 1933). The book, then, originated in the summer of 1931, and by September, Woolf was 
asking Vita Sackville-West for a picture of her spaniel in connection with what she called her 
“little escapade” (L, IV, 2436). During the following year, however, while she worked to 
complete The Common Reader: Second Series and suffered the death of Lytton Strachey, whom 
she had meant to parody and amuse by her biography, she appears to have stopped writing Flush, 
if not reading for it. Then, in July 1932, she was again “[nibbling] at Flush” (L, V, 2615), and by 
October, she was “enjoying [her] writing, word by word, hugely” (L, V, 2640). On December 23, 
1932, she bemoaned “four months of work and heaven knows how much reading—not of an 
exalted kind either” for the book; and on January 26, 1933, Flush, she swore, “was despatched” 
(AWD). 

The other entries—one on Scott’s Ivanhoe (B.18) and one a list that reads 
“Flush/Ivanhoe/Dekker” (B.21)—almost certainly belong to the summer or fall of 1931 when 
Woolf recorded taking Ivanhoe to bed with her (L, IV, 2426, September 2) and was reading for 
her Elizabethan essays in The Common Reader. In a letter written December 12, 1931, Woolf 
speaks of collecting her thoughts on Sir Walter Scott as if she were contemplating a critical piece 
on his work (L, IV, 2482). 

The mixture of inks and the typewritten versions of notes that also exist in holograph indicate 
both the sporadic nature of Woolf’s reading for her life of Flush and the care she took over the 
details. The notes are in various shades of blue, purple, and black ink, pencil, and type. 
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