
III. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 3. (Berg) 

“The Novels of Defoe,” published in the TLS, April 24, 1919 (Kp. C148), and the subject of this 

notebook, is only one of the almost weekly reviews and essays that Woolf wrote during 1919. 

Because of a very tight schedule at this time, Woolf appears to have done all the reading for her 

article in the weeks immediately preceding its publication. On April 10, 1919, she was 

“submerged in Defoe; & [can] only steal 10 minutes from Roxana to write this. I have to read 

one book a day in order to start on Saturday” (D, I). On April 12, she was reading Moll Flanders 

and seeing London through Defoe’s eyes (D, I). Her absorption with Defoe extended into other 

aspects of her life; on April 16, she wrote to Vanessa Bell, “Angelica is a lovely name [for 

Vanessa’s daughter]; I wish it had been possible to include Moll Flanders though; or Roxana” (L, 

II, 1038). She finished the article on April 19, 1919 (D, I, April 20, 1919). 

Included among the notes is a “Frame of Article” (B.10)—an outline of the essay—written in 

black ink with corrections in blue-gray ink. The title on the cover sheet, “Defoe:/b: 1659,” is in 

black ink; the rest of the notes are blue-gray. 

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. Defoe: 

b: 1659. 

1 p., on cover. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “Wright/Life”: 1 p., not numbered. The heading appears in the margin. Pencil notes, some 

of them inked over. More notes on this work appear below, B.5 and B.9. 

Wright, Thomas. The Life of Daniel Defoe. Cassell, 1894. 

2. “Captain Singleton”: 3 pp., not numbered. 

Defoe, Daniel. The Life, Adventures, and Piracies of Captain Singleton. Bohn, 1854. Vol. I of The Novels 

and Miscellaneous Works. 

3. “Preface to Colonel Jack”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry appears on the last page of B.2. 4 

lines only, reading, “D’s own view that his work shd. be useful & instructive. Public 

schools & charities improved. ‘Every vicious reader will be encouraged to change.’” 

Defoe, Daniel. “The Preface.” In The Life of Colonel Jack. Bohn, 1854. Vol. I of The Novels and 

Miscellaneous Works. 

4. “Life in D.N.B.”: 1 p., not numbered. 

Stephen, Leslie. “Defoe, Daniel.” DNB (1888). 

5. “Wright Life.”: 2 pp., not numbered. More notes on this work appear above, B.1, and 

below, B.9. 

Wright, Thomas. The Life of Daniel Defoe. Cassell, 1894. 

6. “Roxanna.”: 3 pp., not numbered. A series of numbers appears on the reverse of the second 

page, a shopping list on the reverse of the third page. 

Defoe, Daniel. Roxana; or, The Fortunate Mistress. Bohn, 1854. Vol. IV of The Novels and Miscellaneous 

Works. 



7. “Moll: Flanders.”: 5 pp., not numbered. The entry includes, on the bottom of the fifth page, 

notes on Defoe’s “Preface.” 

Defoe, Daniel. The Fortunes and Misfortunes of the Famous Moll Flanders. Bohn, 1854. Vol. III of The 

Novels and Miscellaneous Works. 

8. “Later Stuart Tracts”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry consists of notes on two of Defoe’s 

essays, following notes on Aitken’s “Introduction.” 

Defoe, Daniel. “The Education of Women” and “Preface to the Eighth Volume of the Review.” In Later 

Stuart Tracts. Ed. George A. Aitken. Constable, 1903. Vol. XII of An English Garner. Ed. Edward 

Arber. 

9. “Life by Wright.”: 5 pp., not numbered. The entry consists of notes and extracts by and 

about Defoe, arranged under the following headings: “Description of Appearance”; “M. 

Alphonse Daudet”; “Language”; “Style”; “Walkley on lack of form”; “Aims in Writing” 

[from “Colonel Jack—Preface"]; “The Education of Women”; “Women”; “Himself.” Other 

notes on this work appear above, B.1 and B.5. 

Wright, Thomas. The Life of Daniel Defoe. Cassell, 1894. 

10. “Frame of Article”: 2 pp., not numbered. General notes for her essay “The Novels of 

Defoe,” beginning, “Defoe almost entirely author of R.C. How he has is scarcely an 

individual. More like Homer.” 

 


