
XXIX. Holograph Reading Notes, January 1909–March 1911. (Berg) 
Although the date “January./1909.” appears at the top of the table of contents for this volume, the 
entries seem to range from November 1908 to March 1911. During August 1908, Woolf read St. 
Simon (L, I, 426), whose name is listed and cancelled both in the table of contents and in her 
notes on Hamlet (B.6). She read Romeo and Juliet (B.3) in November 1908 (L, I, 456) and 
Cowper (B.5) during December and January 1908/1909 (L, I, 464). In January, she records 
having “talked for long stretches about Tolstoy” (B.4; L, I, 466). The entry on Macbeth (B.9) 
notes that she read the play in a train travelling through Switzerland and France; Woolf went to 
Italy both in September 1908 and April/May 1909. The entries on Laurence Sterne and Oliver 
Wendell Holmes (B.10–14) were made during the summer of 1909 in preparation for her reviews 
of biographies of the two writers: “Sterne,” TLS, August 12, 1909 (Kp. C35), and “Oliver 
Wendell Holmes,” TLS, August 26, 1909 (Kp. C37). The works by Emerson, Crabbe, and Keats 
noted in B.15–18 all appear in the list of her reading in B.19, dated “Oct,” 1909. In March 1910, 
Woolf published a review of Emerson’s Journals (TLS, March 3, 1910; Kp. C44). 

The notes and page numbers are in blue/gray ink; the lists of her reading in B.1 and B.19 
include pencilled notes. 

These notes are found in the back of “[Night and day. Chapters 11–17] Holograph draft.” 

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. January. 
 1909. 

Loves Cross Currents. 1. 
Romeo & Juliet. 2. 
Anna Karenine. 3. 
Cowpers Letters. 4. 
Hamlet. 5. 
St. Simon 7. 
Lear. 8 
Othello. 10 
Macbeth. 12 

x   Tristram Shandy 13 
x   Sentimental Journey. 15 
x   Autocrat of Breakfast Table. 17 
x   Professor 18. 
x   Elsie Venner 19 

The Borough. 20 
x   Emerson’s Life. .21 
x   for reviews  

1 p., not numbered.  
Keats letters to F. Brawne. 24 
The Rehearsal. Buckingham 27 
Tartufe. 29 



Conduct of Life. 25 
The Way of the World 28 

----  
                1911. . 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “Suggestions”: 1 p., not numbered. The entry consists of a list of authors and titles, 
presumably of works that Woolf intended to read: 
Crawshaw. 
Prometheus Unbound 
Collins. 
Memoirs of Carlo Gozzi. 
Boissier. Caesar?—Tacitus. 
Casanova 
Ibsen 
Maeterlinck 
Synge 
Racine 
Moliere 

2. “Loves Cross Currents./Swinburne.”: 1 p., numbered 1 by VW. General notes, beginning, 
“Swinburne has his own prose—ends with [. . .] very often—a great swell & break in 
sentences.” 

Swinburne, Charles Algernon. Love’s Cross Currents: A Year’s Letters. [1905]. 

3. “Romeo & Juliet.”: 1 p., numbered 2 by VW. General notes, beginning, “Who shall say 
anything of Romeo & Juliet? Do I dare?—in private: it seems to me very immature work. 
. . .” 

Shakespeare, William. Romeo and Juliet. 

4. “Tolstoy./Anna Karenine.”: 1 p., numbered 3 by VW. General notes, beginning, “There 
seems to me, on first sight, a remarkable cleanness about his work.” There are no references 
to the translation or edition; Woolf’s spelling of “Karenine,” however, suggests she may 
have read a French translation. 

Tolstoi, Leo. Anna Karenina. 

5. “Cowpers Letters.”: 1 p., numbered 4 by VW. Entry dated “Dec.” The entry begins, “A 
great book which I read, as a sparrow sips, in bed at night.” This suggests that she may have 
been reading the four-volume edition of the Correspondence edited by Thomas Wright 
(1904), which is listed in Holleyman & Treacher, V/s, I, 4. 

Cowper, William. Correspondence. 

6. “Hamlet.”: 3 pp., numbered 5–7 by VW. The entry includes notes on the play and on A. C. 
Bradley’s analysis of Hamlet, beginning on p. 6: “Bradleys chief points are that people who 
make Hamlet a weak sentimentalist are wrong.” On p. 7 appears the cancelled heading, 
“Saint Simon.” 



a) Shakespeare, William. Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. 
b) Bradley, A. C. Shakespearean Tragedy. [1904]. 

7. “Lear.”: 2 pp., numbered 8–9 by VW. General notes, beginning, “One realises that Lear has 
always been stormy. His daughters have suffered from it.” 

Shakespeare, William. King Lear. 

8. “Othello.”: 2 pp., numbered 10–11 by VW. General notes, beginning, “This seems to me to 
be simpler than the other tragedies, because Othello & Desdemona stand out above all the 
rest; and draw all interest to them.” 

Shakespeare, William. Othello, The Moor of Venice. 

9. “Macbeth.”: 1 p., numbered 12 by VW. General notes, beginning, “I hesitate to write of this 
play, because I read it in the train, . . .” 

Shakespeare, William. Macbeth. 

10. “Tristram Shandy.”: 2 pp., numbered 13–14 by VW, and 1 p., on the reverse of p. 12. The 
notes on the reverse of p. 12 are headed “Facts,” and include dates for Sterne’s life and 
works. 

Sterne, Laurence. The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gent. In Works. Vols. I–II. Johnson, etc., 
1808. 

11. “Sentimental Journey.”: 2 pp., numbered 15–16 by VW. 
Sterne, Laurence. A Sentimental Journey Through France and Italy. In Works. Vol. II. Johnson, etc., 1808. 

12. “The Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes./Autocrat of the Breakfast Table.”: 1 p., numbered 
17 by VW. 

Holmes, Oliver Wendell. The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. With an Introduction by Leslie Stephen. 
Macmillan, 1903. 

13. “The Professor at the Breakfast Table.”: 1 p., numbered 18 by VW. 
Holmes, Oliver Wendell. The Professor at the Breakfast Table. Samson Low, etc., 1891. Vol. II of The 

Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes. Riverside Edition. 

14. “Elsie Venner.”: 1 p., numbered 19 by VW. General notes, beginning, “This is simply 
breakfast table talk with a thread of story.” 

Holmes, Oliver Wendell. Elsie Venner; a Romance of Destiny. [1861]. 

15. “The Borough.”: 1 p., numbered 20 by VW. General notes, beginning, “My first reading of 
Crabbe; I read him with unexpected pleasure, sitting by an open window, for the most part.” 

Crabbe, George. The Borough. [1810]. 

16. “Life of Emerson./Cabot.”: 3 pp., numbered 21–23 by VW; and 2 pp. on the reverse of pp. 
20 and 21. Entry dated “Oct. 4th.” The heading appears on p. 21. 

Cabot, James Eliot. A Memoir of Ralph Waldo Emerson. 2 vols. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1887. 

17. “Keats Letters to F.B.”: 1 p., numbered 24 by VW. General notes, beginning, “They must 
be read. They show him strong and gentle.” Woolf was probably reading the collection 
edited by Buxton Forman in 1878, or the 2nd ed., 1889. 

Keats, John. Letters . . . to Fanny Brawne. [1878; 1889]. 

18. “Conduct of Life—Society & Solitude./Emerson.”: 2 pp., numbered 25–26 by VW. 



Emerson, Ralph Waldo. “The Conduct of Life” and “Sociey and Solitude.” In Works. Ed. John Morley. 
Vol. V. Macmillan, 1883. 

19. “Oct: Emersons Life—2. vols.”: 1 p., on the reverse of p. numbered 25 by VW. The entry 
is a list of books either read or to be read by Woolf: 
Emersons Life—2. vols. 
Society & Solitude 1— 
Manfred—1 vol. 
Master Builder 
Masques & Phases 
Green Shutters 
Middlemarch 1 vol. 
Waste 
Crabbe Borough. 
Keats Letters to F.B. 

20. “The Rehearsal./Duke of Buckingham.”: 1 p., numbered 27 by VW. General notes, 
beginning, “Very much rougher & less well written than the Critic; but has more a broader 
humour; & some sayings that are beyond Sheridan.” 

Buckingham, 2nd Duke of [George Villiers]. The Rehearsal. 

21. “The Way of the World.”: 1 p., numbered 28 by VW. Congreve, William. The Way of the 
World. 

22. “Tartufe.”: 1 p., numbered 29 by VW. General notes, beginning, “After reading English 
comedies, the astonishing maturity of Moliere strikes one.” There is no indication of 
whether Woolf was reading a French or an English edition. 

Molière, Jean Baptiste de. Tartuffe. 

23. “Ibsen. The play of general ideas.”: 1 p., numbered 30 by VW. Entry dated “1911.” 
General notes on Ibsen, with a reference to “The Wild Duck.” 

Ibsen, Henrik. The Wild Duck. 

24. “Le Depit Amoureux.”: 1 p., numbered 31 by VW. Entry dated “March. 1911.” General 
notes, beginning, “One begins by feeling trapped in a tiny heart.” There is no indication 
whether Woolf was reading a French or an English edition. 

 Molière, Jean Baptiste de. Le Depit Amoureux. 


