
XXVII. [Diary] Holograph Notebook, Unsigned. Christmas 1904–May 31, 1905. No. 
3. (Berg) 
The three entries in this volume are among the earliest of the reading notes. They are written, in 
black ink, at the back of a diary that Woolf kept from January to May 1905, during which time 
she was beginning to review on a regular basis for the Guardian, the Academy, and the Times 
Literary Supplement, as well as teaching English history at Morley College. Woolf’s reading 
notes for her reviews during this period appear in Volume XXXV; the notes on Freeman and 
Dicey in this volume are part of her preparation for the “English history lectures for my women” 
(L, I, 227; April 1905). On May 10, she noted in the diary part of this notebook that she had read 
Freeman’s first volume: “It amuses me, as English History always does, & Freeman is a good 
manly writer with no nonsense about him.” The front part of this notebook also contains lists of 
articles written or contemplated by Woolf during 1904 and the beginning of 1905 and a list of 
the books she read in January 1905. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “Freemans History of the Norman Conquest/vol. 5.”: 2 pp., not numbered; on the reverse of 
the pages numbered 173, 171 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear below, B.3. 

Freeman, Edward A. History of the Norman Conquest of England. Vol. V [of VI]. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1876. 

2. “Dicey/Law or/Opinion/vol.1./56–”: 1 p., not numbered; on the reverse of the page 
numbered 170 by NYPL. The heading is in the margin and is a reference to A. V. Dicey’s 
Lectures on the Relations Between Law and Public Opinion During the Nineteenth Century; 
the entry, however, consists of general notes, unidentified, about the legal status of women 
in the eighteenth century and about the perceived danger of women’s colleges. 

3. “Freeman 5. 81.”: 2 pp., not numbered; on the reverse of the pages numbered 169, 168 by 
NYPL. More notes on this work appear above, B.1. 

Freeman, Edward A. History of the Norman Conquest of England. Vol. V [of VI]. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1876. 

 


