
XXVI. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 26. (Berg) 

This volume, the last of the twenty-six volumes of “Holograph reading notes” catalogued 

together in the Berg Collection, consists of loose pages and “booklets” (i.e., sets of pages held 

together by dry welding) that date from various periods in Woolf’s career. Several of the entries 

are listed in the tables of contents for other volumes and have page numbers that correspond to 

their place in the original volume. Some entries clearly belong with notes on the same work that 

appear elsewhere; other entries, as indicated by Woolf’s pagination, were once part of an 

unspecified set of notes. There is, however, some coherence among individual groups of entries, 

including a set of notes for Three Guineas and a set for Roger Fry: A Biography. Moreover, the 

booklets—each a few pages only—suggest that the notes within the particular booklet were 

made at approximately the same time. 

The first two entries are the most difficult to date. Both are headed “Novels. Form,” and both 

deal generally with questions of form as well as with specific works by Goldsmith (B.1) and 

Henry James (B.2). They may, however, belong to the period when Woolf was thinking about 

“form” for her article “On Re-reading Novels” (1921–1922; Kp. C228), which is based in part on 

Percy Lubbock’s book, The Craft of Fiction, noted below, B.33. This supposition is supported by 

Woolf’s pages numbers, which indicate that the notes were originally part of Volume XXXVIII 

(1918–1922). One thing is certain: the entry on The Vicar of Wakefield does not belong with the 

notes on Goldsmith in Volumes XXIII, LIII, and LXVII that were made in 1933 in the black ink 

she used almost exclusively from the mid-thirties on. The entry on Goldsmith in this volume is in 

the purple ink of her earlier notes. 

After these, the identifications are clearer. Entries B.3–16 were all made as part of Woolf’s 

preparation for Three Guineas and can be dated between January 1935, when she began to talk 

of her new book “on being despised” (AWD, January 1), and its completion in February 1938. 

(See Volumes VII, X, XXXIII, XXXIX, and LV–LX for other notes on Three Guineas.) Several 

of the entries can be placed in 1937 and 1938, based on the date of publication of the works 

noted; the Letters inform us that Woolf was reading George Sand’s autobiography (B.14) during 

the summer of 1937 (L, VI, 3256, 3265) and Chateaubriand’s Memoirs (B.10) in the beginning 

of 1938 (L, VI, 3348, 3368). When the entries in this volume reappear in the “3 bound volumes 

of Press Cuttings & extracts collected or copied by VW relative to 3 Gs” (MHP Catalogue), they 

are in the third volume, LX. Moreover, all of the works noted below appear in the list of authors, 

titles, and subjects (VII, B.12) that Woolf almost certainly made in conjunction with “the 

bibliography and notes” (AWD, October 12, 1937). Finally, with the exception of the notes on 

Chateaubriand (B.10), all of the works in this volume reappear in some form in Three Guineas. 

The next set of notes, B.17–20, is related to Woolf’s preparations for Roger Fry: A Biography, 

and was made after August 1935 when she began to read Fry’s papers (AWD, August 21). One 

entry (B.18), a list of the other Fry entries, is dated “Oct: 1936,” which may be the date of the 

notes as well. (Notes on Fry dated “October 1936” also appear in Volume LXI; other notes are 

found in XXXIX and LXII–LXVI.) The entry on Fry’s “Introduction” to Reynolds’ Discourses, 

however, which appears later in this volume (B.31), is harder to date. This work appears in the 

tables of contents for Volume XVI, along with other notes that belong to the late thirties, and 

may well have been read or reread by Woolf while she was writing the biography in 1938 and 

1939. 

The notes on Henry James—The Wings of the Dove and the ghost stories (B.21)—are easier to 

pinpoint. Woolf wrote on August 29, 1921, that she was reading James’s novel for the first time 



(L, II, 1186); by September 12, she had “finished the Wings of the Dove, & make this comment. 

His manipulations become so elaborate towards the end that instead of feeling the artist you 

merely feel the man who is posing the subject” (D, II; the comments continue for several more 

lines). She was “struggling with Henry James’ ghost stories for The Times” on November 15, 

1921 (D, II), in preparation for the article published in the TLS, December 22, 1921 (Kp. C225). 

The November 15 diary entry continues, “Then I must do Hardy”—and notes on Hardy and “The 

Hardy article” appear among her notes for The Wings of the Dove (B.21.a). The notes on James 

were originally part of Volume XXXVIII, where they are listed in the table of contents as 

appearing on pages 33–38–Woolf’s page numbers for the notes below. 

The notes on The Antiquary (B.22) were originally part of Volume XLVII, where the table of 

contents shows they appeared on pages 20–23–the same numbers found below. Many of the 

notes in this entry reappear in her article on The Antiquary, Nation & Athenaeum, November 22, 

1924 (Kp. C256). The notes on the biography of Montaigne (B.23), numbered 1 by Woolf, 

belong with the two pages of notes on this work numbered 2–3 in XX, B.4. Volume XX contains 

entries that date from approximately 1928 to 1930. 

Maupassant and Shakespeare, the subjects of B.24 and B.25, were both on Woolf’s list of 

“books read or in reading,” October 2, 1934: “Troilus/Pericles/Taming of the Shrew/Cymbeline,” 

and “scraps” of Maupassant (AWD). During September 1934, Woolf was also reading 

Maupassant’s autobiography, Sur L’Eau, noted in Volume XLV, B.3. On December 28, 1935, 

she was thinking of writing an article on Gray (AWD), perhaps based on the notes on Gray below 

(B.26–27), which are dated “Oct. 31st/1935.” 

The next four entries, B.28–31, which include notes on Defoe, royalty, and Roger Fry, are all 

in one booklet that is difficult to date. It is possible they belong to 1939, the date Leonard Woolf 

gives for Woolf’s essay on “Royalty” that was published for the first time in The Moment and 

Other Essays; or they might belong to the end of 1934 when Woolf reviewed The Story of my 

Life, by Marie, Queen of Roumania, in an article also entitled “Royalty” (Time and Tide, 

December 1, 1934; Kp. C345), and began reading Roger Fry. The entry on Trollope’s 

Autobiography (B.32) is also undated, but it may correspond to her notes on Trollope’s novel, 

Barchester Towers (in XXV, B.26; dated 1927), which end, “Hawthorne & Trollope. Auto. I. 

195.” Woolf was referring to a description of Trollope by Hawthorne that appears in full in the 

notes on the Autobiography below. Woolf also read—or recalled—Trollope’s Autobiography in 

1934 when she was drafting an essay on biography and autobiography (see MH/B.5a, Sussex). 

In contrast to the previous entries, the fourteen pages of notes on Percy Lubbock’s The Craft 

of Fiction (B.33) can be placed with certainty between the end of 1921 and the publication of her 

essay, “On Re-reading Novels,” TLS, July 20, 1922 (Kp. C228). Woolf began to speak of her 

“essay upon Mr. Percy Lubbock” on December 2, 1921 (L, II, 1205), and had clearly read the 

work by February 15, 1922, when she “disagreed violently” with Lytton Strachey “about Percy 

Lubbock’s book” (D, II). She appears to have written the article in June 1922 (L, II, 1254; D, II, 

June 23). “Fiction, Craft of. Lubbock,” is listed in the table of contents for Volume XLIX, and 

two lines of cancelled notes—“Sketch the different ways of telling a story. Then say how 

Richardson, Meredith, H.J. did it”—appear on the page numbered 71 by Woolf in that notebook 

(XLIX, B.20). These lines are almost certainly the conclusion of the notes, numbered 56–69 by 

Woolf, in this volume. 

The last entry, on Volume I of Meredith’s Letters (B.34), should be used in conjunction with 

the notes on Volume II in XLVI, B.9; both sets were probably made in preparation for “The 

Novels of George Meredith,” TLS, February 9, 1928 (Kp. C297). 



Woolf’s ink and page numbers vary from entry to entry: B.1–2 are in purple ink, with blue 

pencil page numbers; B.3–20 are in black ink throughout; B.21.a is in purple ink and pencil, with 

blue pencil numbers; B.21.b–g are in purple ink, with blue pencil numbers; B.22–23 are in 

purple ink, the first with blue pencil numbers; B.24–32 are in black ink throughout; B.33 is in 

black and purple ink, with blue pencil numbers; B.34 is in purple ink. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “Novels. Form/(Vicar of Wakefield) Goldsmith”: 1 p., numbered 1 by NYPL; numbered 7 

by VW. The entry consists of general notes, beginning, “The social machinery seems to 

have imposed a pretty sharp mould upon 18th Cent. fiction: Witness Vicar of Wakefield (wh. 

in parts reminds me of The Diary of a Nobody),” and notes on Goldsmith’s novel. 

Goldsmith, Oliver. The Vicar of Wakefield. In The Miscelleneous Works. Ed. James Prior. Vol. III. Murray, 

1837. 

2. “Novels. (Form)”: 1 p., numbered 2 by NYPL; numbered 18 by VW. The entry consists of 

general notes about “the novel,” beginning, “Undoubtedly tea parties, dinner parties, (I 

mean the social machinery of the age) imposes form upon novels,” and includes a quotation 

annotated “H. James, criticising Transformation by Hawthorne,” “166.” 

James, Henry. Hawthorne. Macmillan, 1879. 

3. “The gospels show us that Our Lord regarded men &/women alike as members of same 

spiritual/kingdom . . .”: 3 pp., numbered 3–5 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear 

below, B.6, and in LXI, B.8. 

The Archbishop’s Commission. The Ministry of Women. The Church Assembly, 1935. 

4. “Sophia Jex Blake. by Margaret Todd [. . .]. 1918”: 1 p., numbered 6 by NYPL; numbered 8 

by VW. More notes on this work appear in VII, B.13 (on pages numbered 5–7 by VW), and 

in LX, B.57. 

Todd, Margaret. The Life of Sophia Jex-Blake. Macmillan, 1918. 

5. “Hilary Newitt. Women Must Choose.”: 1 p., numbered 7 by NYPL; numbered 9 by VW. 

Newitt, Hilary. Women Must Choose. The Position of Women in Europe Today. Gollancz, 1937. 

6. “Ministry of Women”: 5 pp., numbered 8–12 by NYPL; pp. 8–10 numbered 10–12 by VW. 

The entry is also headed, “Grensted,” a reference to “Certain Psychological and 

Physiological Considerations, by Professor Grensted, D.D.,” included in this work. More 

notes on this work appear above, B.3, and in LXI, B.8. 

The Archbishop’s Commission. The Ministry of Women. The Church Assembly, 1935. 

7. “Astell”: 1 p., numbered 13 by NYPL; numbered 14 by VW. More notes on this work 

appear in X, B.7. 

Smith, Florence M. Mary Astell. New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 1916. 

8. “Occupations for W. RS.”: 2 pp., numbered 14–15 by NYPL; numbered 15–16 by VW. (P. 

15, 1 line only.) 

Strachey, Ray. Careers and Openings for Women. A Survey of Women’s Employment and a Guide for those 

Seeking Work. Faber & Faber, 1935. 

9. “From One Century to Another/E. Haldane.”: 2 pp., numbered 16–17 by NYPL; numbered 

17–18 by VW. Entry annotated “(Alex. Maclehose & Co/1937).” More notes on this work 

appear in LX, B.71. 



Haldane, Elizabeth. From One Century to Another. Reminiscences. Maclehose, 1937. 

10. “Chateaubriand on Reveries”: 1 p., numbered 18 by NYPL; numbered 19 by VW. 

Quotation, annotated “2/160,” “M D’O. T.,” reading, “I wished for great renown in order 

that it might rise to my mother in heaven, & that the angels might carry her my holy 

expiation.” More notes from this work appear in XLV, B.12. 

Chateaubriand, François René de. Memoires d’Outre Tombe. Vol. II [of VI]. Paris: Garnier Frères, n.d. 

11. “Nichols./Vol 1./Illustrations of Lit. Hist.”: 1 p., numbered 19 by NYPL; numbered 20 by 

VW. Quotation, annotated “137,” beginning, “22nd Oct. 1768. Another application there is—

more extraordinary—Miss Chudleigh solicits permission to be received into the reading-

room.” 

Nichols, John. Illustrations of the Literary History of the Eighteenth Century. Vol. I [of VIII]. Nichols, 

1817. 

12. “Last Flight./by Amelia Earhart. arranged by George Palmer/Putnam”: 2 pp., numbered 

20–21 by NYPL; numbered 21, 23 by VW. 

Earhart, Amelia. Last Flight. Arranged by George Palmer Putnam. Harrap, 1938. 

13. “Conquest of the Past. The Autobiography/of Prince Hubertus Loewenstein. 1938”: 1 p., 

numbered 22 by NYPL; numbered 22 by VW. 

Loewenstein, Prince Hubertus. Conquest of the Past: Autobiography. Faber & Faber, 1938. 

14. “George Sand.”: 1 p., numbered 23 by NYPL. Quotation, annotated “2./240.,” beginning, 

“Tantes les existences sont solidaires les unes des autres, . . .” This quotation also appears in 

LX, B.20. 

Sand, George. Histoire de ma vie. Vol. II [of X]. Paris: Michel Levy Frères, 1856. 

15. “The fact that 4 mothers still/die for every 1000 children/Spectator. June 5th 1937”: 1 p., 

numbered 24 by NYPL. (Heading only.) The date for the article is actually June 4, 1937. 

This entry reappears in LX, B.21. 

“Maternal Mortality.” Spectator, June 4, 1937, p. 1039. 

16. “Butler.”: 2 pp., numbered 25–26 by NYPL. 

Fawcett, Millicent G., and Turner, E. M. Josephine Butler. Her Work and Principles and their Meaning for 

the Twentieth Century. Association for Moral and Social Hygiene, 1927. 

17. “Life of Ed. Fry”: 2 pp., numbered 28–29 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear 

below, B.20. 

Fry, Agnes. A Memoir of the Right Honorable Sir Edward Fry. Oxford Univ. Press, 1921. 

18. “Oct: 1936/Roger Fry”: 1 p., numbered 30 by NYPL. The entry consists of the titles of two 

works related to Roger Fry, both of which are noted in this volume: “Paper in French about 

Josette,” and “Sir Edward Fry: Life” (B.17, 19, 20). A reference to “Letters” is cancelled. 

19. “Roger. Josette./(from Nessa’s copy)”: 6 pp., numbered 31–36 by NYPL. The entry 

consists of notes on an unpublished essay written by Roger Fry about Josette Coatmellec 

after her death in 1924. “Nessa” is Vanessa Bell. 

20. “Ed Fry.”: 3 pp., numbered 37–39 by NYPL. More notes on this work appear above, B.17. 

Fry, Agnes. A Memoir of the Right Honorable Sir Edward Fry. Oxford Univ. Press, 1921. 

21. [Henry James]: 7 pp., numbered 40–46 by NYPL; pp. 40, 42–46 numbered 33–38 by VW. 



a) “The Wings of a Dove/Henry James.”: 2 pp., numbered 40–41 by NYPL; p. 40 numbered 33 by VW. 

General notes on James, Hardy, and Meredith as novelists, beginning, “Question what ‘form’ meant to 

H.J. Contrast to Thomas Hardy.” P. 41  

includes a passage that begins, “The Hardy article in three stages: youth: maturity: finality.” 

James, Henry. The Wings of the Dove. [1902]. 

b) “James/Ghost Stories/The Turn of the Screw/1898”: 1 p., numbered 42 by NYPL; numbered 34 by VW. 

James, Henry. The Turn of the Screw. Heinemann, 1898. 

c) “Henry James/Ghost Stories/The Real Thing/1893/The Way it Came. 1896”: 1 p., numbered 43 by 

NYPL; numbered 36 by VW. 

James, Henry. “The Way it Came.” In Embarrassments. Heinemann, 1896. 

d) “H. James./Ghost Stories./The Great Good Place”: 1 p., numbered 44 by NYPL; numbered 37 by VW. 

James, Henry. “The Great Good Place.” In The Soft Side. Methuen, 1900. 

e) “The Private Life.”: 1 p., numbered 45 by NYPL; numbered 38 by VW. General notes only. 

James, Henry. “The Private Life.” [1893]. 

f) “Owen Wingrave”: 1 p., numbered 45 by NYPL; numbered 38 by VW. General notes only. 

James, Henry. “Owen Wingrave.” [1893]. 

g) “Sir Edmund Orme.”: 1 p., numbered 46 by NYPL; numbered 35 by VW. 

James, Henry. “Sir Edmund Orme.” In The Altar of the Dead. . . and Other Tales. Macmillan, 1909. 

Vol. XVII of The Novels and Tales. 

22. “Scott. Antiquary”: 4 pp., numbered 47–50 by NYPL; numbered 20–24 by VW. P. 50 

consists of general notes on Scott, beginning, “The things about Scott are: he no longer 

influences anyone: Stendhal, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Meredith, therefore Flaubert, Jane 

Austen, perhaps do.” 

Scott, Walter. The Antiquary. [1816]. 

23. “Life of Montaigne:/Bonnefon. 1893”: 1 p., numbered 51 by NYPL; numbered 1 by VW. 

More notes on this work appear in XX, B.4. 

Bonnefon, Paul. Montaigne. L’Homme et l’oeuvre. Bordeaux: Gounouilhou, 1893. 

24. “Maupassant/L’humble vérité”: 1 p., numbered 52 by NYPL. The entry includes a 

quotation, annotated “Maupassant, to his mother,” “168 (Dumesnil),” and notes headed 

“Une Vie.” 

a) Dumesnil, René. Guy de Maupassant. Paris: Armand Colin, 1933. 

b) Maupassant, Guy de. Une Vie. L’Humble vérité. Paris: Louis Conard, 1908. 

25. [Shakespeare]: 12 pp., numbered 53–56, 58–65 by NYPL. P. 57 is blank. 

a) “Troilus & Cressida.”: 2 pp., numbered 53–54 by NYPL. The entry includes notes from Deighton’s 

“Introduction.” 

Shakespeare, William. Troilus and Cressida. Ed. K. Deighton. Methuen, 1906. The Arden Shakespeare. 

b) “The Taming of the Shrew.”: 2 pp., numbered 55–56 by NYPL. 

Shakespeare, William. The Taming of the Shrew. Ed. R. Warwick Bond. Methuen, 1904. The Arden 

Shakespeare. 

c) “Pericles.”: 2 pp., numbered 58–59 by NYPL. 

Shakespeare, William. Pericles. Ed. K. Deighton. Methuen, 1907. The Arden Shakespeare. 

d) “Titus Andronicus”: 1 p., numbered 60 by NYPL. 

Shakespeare, William. Titus Andronicus. Ed. H. Bellyse Baildon. Methuen, 1904. The Arden 

Shakespeare. 

e) “Coriolanus.”: 3 pp., numbered 61–63 by NYPL. 



Shakespeare, William. The Tragedy of Coriolanus. Ed. W. J. Craig and R. H. Chase. Methuen, 1922. 

The Arden Shakespeare. 

f) “Timon of Athens”: 2 pp., numbered 64–65 by NYPL. 

Shakespeare, William. Timon of Athens. Ed. K. Deighton. Methuen, 1905. The Arden Shakespeare. 

26. “Grays Letters”: 17 pp., numbered 66, 68–83 by NYPL. The entry is dated on p. 66, “Oct 

31st/1935.” 

Gounouilhou, 1893. 

24. “Maupassant/L’humble vérité”: 1 p., numbered 52 by NYPL. The entry includes a 

quotation, annotated “Maupassant, to his mother,” “168 (Dumesnil),” and notes headed 

“Une Vie.” 

a) Dumesnil, René. Guy de Maupassant. Paris: Armand Colin, 1933. 

b) Maupassant, Guy de. Une Vie. L’Humble vérité. Paris: Louis Conard, 1908. 

25. [Shakespeare]: 12 pp., numbered 53–56, 58–65 by NYPL. P. 57 is blank. 

a) “Troilus & Cressida.”: 2 pp., numbered 53–54 by NYPL. The entry includes notes from Deighton’s 

“Introduction.” 

Shakespeare, William. Troilus and Cressida. Ed. K. Deighton. Methuen, 1906. The Arden Shakespeare. 

b) “The Taming of the Shrew.”: 2 pp., numbered 55–56 by NYPL. 

Shakespeare, William. The Taming of the Shrew. Ed. R. Warwick Bond. Methuen, 1904. The Arden 

Shakespeare. 

c) “Pericles.”: 2 pp., numbered 58–59 by NYPL. 

Shakespeare, William. Pericles. Ed. K. Deighton. Methuen, 1907. The Arden Shakespeare. 

d) “Titus Andronicus”: 1 p., numbered 60 by NYPL. 

Shakespeare, William. Titus Andronicus. Ed. H. Bellyse Baildon. Methuen, 1904. The Arden 

Shakespeare. 

e) “Coriolanus.”: 3 pp., numbered 61–63 by NYPL. 

Shakespeare, William. The Tragedy of Coriolanus. Ed. W. J. Craig and R. H. Chase. Methuen, 1922. 

The Arden Shakespeare. 

f) “Timon of Athens”: 2 pp., numbered 64–65 by NYPL. 

Shakespeare, William. Timon of Athens. Ed. K. Deighton. Methuen, 1905. The Arden Shakespeare. 

26. “Grays Letters”: 17 pp., numbered 66, 68–83 by NYPL. The entry is dated on p. 66, “Oct 

31st/1935.” 

Gray, Thomas. Correspondence. Ed. Paget Toynbee and Leonard Whibley. 3 vols. Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1935. 

27. “Mitfords Edition. Gray.”: 1 p., numbered 67 by NYPL; numbered 1 by VW. 

Mitford, John. “The Life of Thomas Gray.” In The Works of Thomas Gray. Ed. John Mitford. Vol. I. 

Pickering, 1836. 

28. “Lee. Life of Defoe.”: 1 p., numbered 84 by NYPL. 

Lee, William. Daniel Defoe: His Life and Recently Discovered Writings. Vol. I [of III]. Hotten, 1869. 

29. “Merry Wives of Windsor”: 1 p., numbered 85 by NYPL. (Heading only.) 

30. “The Daily Telegraph./The Prince of Wales picked up a wet plate & got the paint on his 

fingers.”: 1 p., numbered 86 by NYPL. The entry consists of notes about royalty. 

31. “1905/R.F. Reynolds Discourses.”: 1 p., numbered 87 by NYPL. The entry consists of 

notes on Fry’s “Introduction.” 



Fry, Roger. “Introduction.” In Sir Joshua Reynolds. Discourses on Painting and the Fine Arts. Seeley, 

1905. 

32. “Life of Trollope”: 5 pp., numbered 88–92 by NYPL. For another reference to this work, 

see XXV, B.26. 

Trollope, Anthony. An Autobiography. 2 vols. Edinburgh: Blackwood, 1883. 

33. “The Craft of Fiction/Lubbock.”: 14 pp., numbered 93–106 by NYPL; numbered 56–69 by 

VW. Interspersed with her notes on Lubbock’s book are general notes about novels and 

novelists for her article “On Re-reading Novels.” Two lines of notes for this essay appear in 

XLIX, B.20, on a page numbered 71 by VW. 

Lubbock, Percy. The Craft of Fiction. Cape, 1921. 

34. “Meredith.”: 1 p., numbered 107 by NYPL; numbered 20 by VW. Notes on Volume II of 

this work appear in XLVI, B.9. 

Meredith, George. Letters. Ed. by his Son [William Maxse Meredith]. Vol. I [of II]. Constable, 1912. 

 

 
 


