XXIV. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 24. (Berg)

All of the notes in this volume are for articles published in the New Statesman & Nation between
September 1939 and October 1940: “White’s Selborne,” September 30, 1939 (Kp. C361); “Gas
at Abbotsford,” January 27, 1940 (Kp. C364); “The Man at the Gate,” a review of Coleridge the
Talker, October 19, 1940 (Kp. C368); and “Sara Coleridge,” October 26, 1940 (Kp. C370). A
letter to Raymond Mortimer, Literary Editor of the New Statesman, on September 7, 1939, notes,
“I’ve an idea or two at the back of my mind for a possible article—perhaps Gilbert White into
whom I’ve plunged by way of a respite, or theres an obscure autobiography that | unearthed at
the local library—theres an account of a party at Abbotsford that might be made amusing” (L,
VI, 3550). In May 1940, Woolf was “reading Coleridge through” in the Pickering edition, as
well as “masses of Coleridge and Wordsworth letters” (L, VI, 3608; AWD, May 29). In July, she
noted both that her Coleridge was beneath her and that she could not “stop reading Coleridge”
(AWD, July 26; L, VI, 3620). In September, still “deep in Coleridge,” the bombing of her London
house made her ask, “How can one settle into Michelet and Coleridge?” (L, VI, 3462; AWD,
September 18). Nevertheless, on October 2, she “had a nice gallop this morning with
Coleridge—Sara” (AWD). More reading notes on father and daughter intermingle with drafts of
the two Coleridge essays in MH/B.5b (Sussex).

The ink throughout is black, including Woolf’s page numbers.

B. ENTRIES

1. “Coleridge as/Talker.”: 4 pp., numbered 1-4 by NYPL; numbered 33-36 by VW. (P. 4, 3
lines only.)
[Coleridge, S. T.] Coleridge the Talker. A Series of Contemporary Descriptions and Comments. Ed. R. W.
Armour and R. F. Howe. Oxford Univ. Press, 1940.

2. “The past, the present & the future all mixed their light.”: 1 p., numbered 5 by NYPL,;
numbered 37 by VW. The entry consists of notes for Woolf’s article “Sara Coleridge,”
including an unidentified page reference.

3. “White (1784)”: 11 pp., numbered 6-16 by NYPL; numbered 14-24 by VW.
White, Gilbert. The Works in Natural History. Ed. W. Markwick. 2 vols. White, 1802.

4. “White. Life DNB.”: 1 p., numbered 17 by NYPL; numbered 25 by VW.
Newton, Alfred. “White, Gilbert.” DNB (1900).

5. “Notes poems &c.”: 1 p., numbered 18 by NYPL; numbered 26 by VW.
White, Gilbert. Observations on Various Parts of Nature. In The Natural History of Selbourne. . . To which
are added The Naturalist’s Calendar, Miscellaneous Observations, and Poems. Vol. Il. Arch, etc., 1822.

6. “Bewick.”: 3 pp., numbered 19-21 by NYPL; numbered 27-29 by VW. (P. 21, 1 line only.)
This work provided Woolf with the title and details for her article “Gas at Abbotsford.”

[Bewick, William.] Life and Letters of William Bewick, Artist. Ed. Thomas Landseer. 2 vols. Hurst &
Blackett, 1871.



