
XXI. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 21. (Berg) 

Although difficult to pin down, the notes in this volume almost certainly belong to Woolf’s 

reading and writing from the end of 1939 through 1940. Woolf recorded that she was reading 

Freud and “Freud on Groups”—i.e., Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego (B.3)—on 

December 2 and 18, 1939 (AWD), but she was also reading Freud on February 9, 1940. Two 

days later, on February 11, she outlined her ideas for her lecture on “The Leaning Tower” school 

of poets: “The idea struck me that the Leaning Tower school is the school of auto-analysis after 

the suppression of the 19th century. . . . Also I got the idea of cerebration” (AWD). “Cerebration” 

is included in the list that constitutes the first entry in this volume, a list that may be connected 

with ideas for her writing during this period. “The Leaning Tower,” for example, was given as a 

lecture in May 1940, revised in August, and published in the Autumn 1940 issue of Folios of 

New Writing, edited by John Lehmann (Kp. C372). Another item on this list, “Jack Hills,” refers 

to the husband of Woolf’s half-sister, Stella Duckworth; Woolf was writing about him in her 

memoir, “A Sketch of the Past,” in June 1940 (Moments of Being [1976]). Other items on this 

list—“Shakespeare,” “Spenser,” and “Country books”—may well be related to Woolf’s ideas for 

“Anon,” the first chapter of her history of English literature begun in September 1940. (For the 

history of this work, see the introductions to Volumes XVI and XXXVII.) The ideas recorded in 

the notes on Harrison’s Description of England in Shakspere’s Youth in this volume (B.6) are 

similar to those in the early outlines for her history book, dated “18th Sept. 1940” (“Notes for 

Reading at Random,” A & R), as well as in “Anon” itself. Finally, the notes on women and war 

in B.4 belong to her early thinking for her essay, “Thoughts on Peace in an Air Raid,” New 

Republic, October 21, 1940 (Kp. C369). Woolf had begun to formulate her ideas by mid-

December 1939 and shared them in letters to Shena, Lady Simon, dated December 16, 1939 and 

January 22, 1940 (L, VI, 3574, 3580). For more notes on this subject, see Volumes XXXVI, 

XXXVII, B.3., and XXXIX, B.3. All the notes in this volume are in black ink. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. “M & T./Telegraphese:/The desire of every writer not to/be a writer”: 1 p., numbered 1 by 

NYPL. The entry consists of a list of phrases and authors. See the introduction to this 

volume for more details. The list in full reads: 

M & T. 

Telegraphese: 

The desire of every writer not to be a writer 

Cerebration: 

Eyelessness. 

Shakespeare. 

Spenser. 

Country books. 

[?Connannt] 

Jack Hills 

Royalty 



2. “The point of view of any individual/is bound to be not a birds eye/view but an insects eye 

view, . . .”: 1 p., numbered 2 by NYPL. 7 lines only, continuing, “the view of an insect too 

on a green blade, which oscillates violently with local gusts of wind.” The entry consists of 

notes that are related to her reading of Freud, B.3 below. 

3. “Freud. Group Psy. & the/Ego.”: 2 pp., numbered 3–4 by NYPL. See above, B.2, and 

below, B.4. 

Freud, Sigmund. Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego. Trans. James Strachey. International 

Psycho-Analytic Press, 1922; 2nd ed., Hogarth Press, 1940. 

4. “Notes. that the herdsman has/given the herd money when he/opened the professions.”: 3 

pp., numbered 4–6 by NYPL. Notes on women in relation to war and society. The 

references to the “herdsman” and “the herd” may come from Freud’s Group Psychology 

and the Analysis of the Ego, one chapter of which is entitled “The Herd Instinct”; see above, 

B.3. The entry includes a passage that reads, “For now the male has also [. . .] his attributes 

in Hitler, & is fighting against them. Is this the first time a sex has turned against its own 

specific qualities? Compare with the woman movement.” 

5. “So crowded/were they/with new/experiences . . .”: 1 p., numbered 7 by NYPL. The entry 

consists of notes that may well be connected with those on Harrison’s Description of 

England in Shakspere’s Youth, B.6 below. 

6. “Harrison”: 1 p., numbered 8 by NYPL. More notes on this work from this period appear in 

XXXVII, B.3. 

Harrison, William. Description of England in Shakspere’s Youth. Ed. Frederick J. Furnivall. Vol. I [of II]. 

New Shakspere Society, 1877. 

 

 


