
II. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 2. (Berg) 

Woolf’s article on “Joseph Addison,” the subject of this notebook, appeared in the TLS, June 19, 

1919 (Kp. C155). On May 25, 1919, she was reading Addison and discussing him and 

“Johnson’s lives” (B.2) with Lytton Strachey (D, I; see also L, II, 1051). On May 30, 1919, 

Addison’s writings were “The problem of [her] life”: “But owing to my lethargy, I can’t endure 

to open the Spectator; in a sort of coma I’ve glided through Roger de Coverley, who seems a 

very pleasant old gentleman, but not the sort who much interests me” (L, II, 1052). 

A label in black ink on the cover of the notebook reads “Addison.” The table of contents, 

dated May 1919, was apparently made after the first seven entries and added to as she read more 

works. The table of contents and notes are written in a variety of inks: the majority are in a blue-

gray ink; the others are blue-purple, turquoise, or black. The page numbers are in blue ink; p. 16 

is blank. 

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. Addison. 

May 1919. 

 Page 

Dict. Nat. Biog 1 

Johnson’s Life 4 

Cato 5 

Tatler 6 

Macaulays Essay          6A. 10 

Spence’s Anecdotes.  8. 

Sir Roger de Coverley   11 

Spectator.   12 

Addison. by Courthope.   17 

1 p., not numbered.  

B. ENTRIES 

1. “D.N.B. (L.S.)”: 3 pp., numbered 1–3 by VW. 

Stephen, Leslie. “Addison, Joseph, D.D.” DNB (1885). 

2. “Johnson’s Lives. Ed. 1806. vol 10”: 1 p., numbered 4 by VW. 

Johnson, Samuel. “Addison.” In The Lives of the English Poets. Johnson, etc., 1806. Vol. X of The Works 

of Samuel Johnson, D.D. 

3. “Cato”: 1 p., numbered 5 by VW. 

Addison, Joseph. Cato. A Tragedy. In The Works of the Right Honorable Joseph Addison. New ed. Ed. 

Richard Hurd. Vol. I. Cadell & Davies, 1811. 

4. “Macaulay. Essay.”: 1 p., numbered 6A by VW. The entry appears on the reverse of p. 5 

and includes some pencil notes at the bottom of the page. More notes on this work appear 

below, B.5 and B.7. 

Macaulay, Thomas Babington. “The Life and Writings of Addison.” In Critical and Historical Essays. Ed. 

A. J. Grieve. Vol. II. Dent, 1907. 



5. “Tatler”: 2 pp., numbered 6–7 by VW. Notes on Macaulay’s essay on Addison are inserted 

on the bottom of p. 6. See above, B.4, and below, B.7. 

a) Addison, Joseph. The Tatler. In The Works of the Right Honourable Joseph Addison. New ed. Ed. 

Richard Hurd. Vol. II. Cadell & Davies, 1811. 

b) Macaulay, Thomas Babington. “The Life and Writings of Addison.” In Critical and Historical Essays. 

Ed. A. J. Grieve. Vol. II. Dent, 1907. 

6. “Spences. anecdotes.”: 2 pp., numbered 8–9 by VW. The entry begins with a list of page 

numbers for references to Addison in Spence’s work and ends with the note, “stark, stiff, 

sad, & severe, is yet so terribly sanguine.” 

Spence, Joseph. Anecdotes, Observations, and Characters, of Books and Men. Ed. Samuel W. Singer. 

Carpenter, 1820. 

7. “Macaulays Essay Cont”: 1 p., numbered 10 by VW. (3 lines only.) More notes on this 

work appear above, B.4 and B.5. 

Macaulay, Thomas Babington. “The Life and Writings of Addison.” In Critical and Historical Essays. Ed. 

A. J. Grieve. Vol. II. Dent, 1907. 

8. “Popes Life & Works.”: 1 p., numbered 10 by VW. (3 lines only.) The entry consists of 

page numbers for references to Addison in The Works of Alexander Pope, ed. Whitwell 

Elwin, Vol. I (Murray, 1889). The page numbers correspond to those in the index, found in 

Vol. V of the Works. 

9. “Sir Roger de Coverley”: 1 p., numbered 11 by VW. 

Addison, Joseph. Sir Roger de Coverley. By The Spectator. Longman, Brown, Green, & Longmans, 1850. 

10. “The Spectator”: 4 pp., numbered 12–15 by VW. The entry includes notes from two 

different editions of The Spectator. The second set, on pp. 14–15, is headed “returns to 5 vol 

edition/1811/vol. 4.” 

a) Addison, Joseph. The Spectator. In The Works of the Right Honourable Joseph Addison. New ed. Ed. 

Richard Hurd. Vols. II and III. Bohn, 1856. Bohn’s British Classics. 

b) Addison, Joseph. The Spectator. In The Works of the Right Honourable Joseph Addison. New ed. Ed. 

Richard Hurd. Vols. IV and V. Cadell & Davies, 1811. 

11. “Addison/by Courthope”: 2 pp., numbered 17–18 by VW. Courthope, William J. Addison. 

Macmillan, 1884. 

 


