XV. Holograph Reading Notes. Vol. 15. (Berg)

The contents of this notebook are odds and ends that probably belong with essays Woolf wrote in
1926 and 1927. The notes on Where Angels Fear to Tread (B.1) could have been made in
conjunction with “The Novels of E.M. Forster,” published in the Atlantic Monthly in November
1927 (Kp. C292). On February 2, 1927, Woolf had “to read all Morgan’s novels, and so far cant
open a book without being interrupted”’; on March 8, she was writing the article; and on May 25,
she recorded that she was having trouble finishing it (L, 11, 1711, 1726, 1762; see also D, I,
February 12, 1927). Woolf reviewed Volume III of James Woodforde’s Diary of a Country
Parson in the New Republic, August 17, 1927 (Kp. C285). The entry on Woodforde in this
notebook (B.3) includes notes on Volumes |-V of the Diary. The notes on VVolumes I-I11 were
probably made in 1927; the notes on VVolumes IV (1929) and V (1931), were probably made
when Woolf revised her essay for inclusion in The Common Reader: Second Series. The notes on
The English Mail Coach (B.4) are harder to date. Woolf draws heavily on this work in her essay
on De Quincey, “Impassioned Prose,” published in the TLS, September 16, 1926 (Kp. C275).
She began to mention De Quincey in her letters during February 1926 (L, 111, 1619-1620) and
continued to work on him through the spring and summer, when she wrote to Vita Sackville-
West: “. . . and my God Vita, if you happen to know do wire whats the essential difference
between prose and poetry” (L, 111, 1656; see also D, |11, May 11, July 22, 1926). On September
13, 1926, she noted in her diary that she had “spent 4 days last week hammering out de Quincey,
which has been lying about since June” (D, I11). Nevertheless, a year later, in December 1927,
she talks again of “trying to write about . . . de Quincey” (L, I1l, 1843). This may be an early
reference to what became “De Quincey’s Autobiography” in The Common Reader: Second
Series.

The table of contents is written on the cover in black ink. B.1 and the first part of B.3 (pp. 2-9)
are in blue-purple ink; B.2 is in pencil; the remainder of the notes are in a brownish-black ink.

A. TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. Woodforde
De Quincey
1 p., oncover.

B. ENTRIES

1. “Angels. Forster”: 1 p., numbered 1 by NYPL. The entry consists largely of general notes,
beginning, “There is real character creation in Gino, as in Aziz.”
Forster, E. M. Where Angels Fear to Tread. Edinburgh: Blackwood, 1905.

2. “Ibsen. The Wild Geese”: 1 p., on the reverse of p. 1. (Heading only.)

3. “Woodforde”: 10 pp., numbered 2—11 by NYPL; pp. 3-8 numbered 1, 1, 2, 2, 3, 3 by VW.
Woolf’s numbers correspond to the volume of the work noted on that particular page. The
notes that appear under the heading “Vol. 5” on pp. 10-11 are actually from Volume IV; the
notes headed “6” on p. 11 are from VVolume V. More notes on VVolume IV appear in XLVIII,
B.12; more notes on VVolume I are in XIX, B.2.

Woodforde, James. The Diary of a Country Parson. Ed. John Beresford. Vols. 1-V. 1758-1796. Oxford
Univ. Press, 1924-1931.



4. “De Quincey:”: 2 pp., numbered 12—13 by NYPL. Marginal notation, p. 12, “Mail Coach.”

De Quincey, Thomas. The English Mail Coach. In Works. Vol. IV. Edinburgh: Adam & Charles Black,
1863.



